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year students have survived their fall exams
and they are on top of the world. Our thirdyear students are in their final semester of
law school, and they look forward with
great anticipation to entering the legal profession. All of us at the University watch
the economy and legislative negotiations in
Washington and Jefferson City, and we are
concerned. As Charles Dickens said, this is
the best of times and it is the worst of times.
We have attracted to the Law School some
terrific faculty and staff in recent years, and a
conversation with some of our newer faculty is
featured in this issue of Transcript.
Applications to both the Law School and
University are up significantly, and we continue to a attract a wonderful and increasingly
diverse student body. This issue’s cover story
focuses on the role of women within the Law
School in recent decades.
Faculty scholarship, service and programs
just keep getting better. Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor gave the Earl F. Nelson Lecture in
connection with this year’s Missouri Law Review
Symposium on judicial selection and retention.
As is clear from the pages that follow, Law
School alumni and friends continue to, in the
words of Justice Holmes, “live greatly in the
law,” and your achievements are an inspiration
to us all.
The Law School’s For All We Call Mizzou
campaign topped its $17 million goal. I thank
the many alumni and friends from around the
world who contributed more than $21 million to the Law School during this campaign,
resulting in more than 100 new endowments
to support student scholarships, faculty, the
Law Library and the programs that make this
such an exciting law school. While it will be
several years before many of these endowments
generate income, these funds will help us to
maintain the margin of excellence for future
generations of MU law students.
However, this is also a time of global recession – a recession that touches us at the Law
School just as it impacts universities and individuals around the world. While we may not
know the details for some time, the status of
Mizzou’s budget for next year is uncertain. It
appears that the university may be required to
make significant mid-year budget cuts.
This is a time that demands sacrifice from
us all, and the university and Law School

have learned to do more with less over the last
decade. State funding levels for Mizzou are
below where they were eight years ago as measured in constant dollars and below where they
were fifteen years ago if measured in inflationadjusted dollars. Missouri enters the current
recession ranking 47th in the nation in per
capita spending on higher education.
As I write, the University remains under
the significant budget reductions that President Gary Forsee and Chancellor Brady Deaton have put in place to curtail non-personnel
expenditures. These expenditure reductions
are having significant impact on the Law
School and University, but have been imposed
to best position us to respond to any future
budget reductions and to protect the personnel
side of the Law School and University budgets
as much as possible.
While most of our budget reductions will
not be obvious to those outside the university, you will yourself see the impact of some
of these reductions. This issue of Transcript is
smaller than in the past. We also ask alumni to
cover more of the cost of alumni events such as
Law Day, which we have been proud to significantly subsidize in years past.
The economic challenges facing the Law
School and University are quite real, and Mizzou’s quality and future greatness will depend
in large measure on the decisions that will be
made in Jefferson City this spring and over the
next several years. I am fortunate, however, to
not only deal with budgets and hiring freezes,
but to be surrounded by some of the hardest
working and most creative faculty and staff in
the nation.
Even better, I teach half of our first-year students civil procedure each spring. These students’ promise and enthusiasm is both uplifting
and contagious. These women and men will
make their marks on our society – not only as
lawyers, but as leaders in their communities,
within Missouri and in our world.
I thank all of you for your continuing commitment to our students and our Law School as
we move forward in these challenging times.
Working together, I look forward to even
brighter days ahead.
Very truly yours,

Larry

law.missouri.edu
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Excited About the Future

R. Wilson Freyermuth spoke at the
American Law Institute-American Bar
Association 2009 Commercial Lending and
Banking Law Institute about the creation
and enforcement of security interests in
mobile homes and manufactured housing.
Freyermuth is the chair-elect of the
Real Estate Transactions Section of the
Association of American Law Schools for
2009 and has recently completed work
on the 8th edition of Cases and Materials
on Real Estate Transfer, Finance and
Development (Nelson, Whitman, Burkhard
and Freyermuth).

Brad Desnoyer says he makes time to do what he loves

A

ny law student would tell you that
law school can be overwhelming. The demands are great.
The time commitment, intellectual challenge and extracurricular expectations can
leave a student feeling swamped. Yet all
law students find time to fit in activities
they enjoy, including one who makes law
school balance with comic book writing.
Third year law student Brad M. Desnoyer is an experienced writer. Before
joining law school, he received his journalism degree from MU. He has enjoyed
writing since first grade, finding the most
satisfaction in writing creatively. It wasn’t
until his friends encouraged him that
he considered this more than a hobby.
Desnoyer started by e-mailing awardwinning comic book writer Brad Meltzer,
who invited him to serve as his assistant.
During the summer of 2007, he provided
research assistance to Meltzer for his latest
novel, The Book of Lies, and collaborated
on www.ordinarypeoplechangetheworld.
com, which strives to get people active
in charity work. Part of Desnoyer’s duties
included working on his own writing,
including comic stories. This work culminated in the publication of a short story
about the Batman villain Two-Face in a
DC Universe Halloween Special in 2008.
Desnoyer’s passion for comic book writing is obvious. “While I’ve written only
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one comic, I’d like to think that story –
and others I’m working on – come from an
understanding of comic book heroes and
villains as deep, rich characters,” he says.
“At the heart of every great story are great
characters and comics offer some of the
best around. In the end, it’s about making the reader care about your protagonist
for reasons other than their costumes.”
Though Desnoyer could pursue comic book writing as a career, he
remains committed to law school. He
makes time for his hobbies and includes
comic book writing in this category.
“When you have a passion for something you find time – you make it,” he
explains. “I don’t see writing so much
as a job as a hobby that happens to come
with a paycheck. And who doesn’t love a
hobby? Or paychecks for that matter?”
After he finishes his time at the School
of Law – a place he selected for its faculty,
high bar-passage rate and location – he
will clerk for Chief Justice Laura Denvir
Stith of the Supreme Court of Missouri
and later hopes to pursue a career in civil
rights and constitutional issues. And of
course he’ll continue writing. “The truth
is, I don’t know what the future holds,”
he says, “but I’m excited to find out.”

Rigel C. Oliveri published “Between A Rock
and A Hard Place: Landlords, Latinos,
Anti-Illegal Immigrant Ordinances, and
the Fair Housing Act,” in the Vanderbilt
Law Review. In the article, she argues that
local ordinances that penalize landlords
for renting to undocumented immigrants
are likely to lead to discrimination against
ethnic minorities in violation of federal fair
housing law.
In August, Oliveri spoke on a panel
at the Southeastern Association of Law
Schools annual conference. In her presentation, “Empirical Legal Research
on the Nature and Incidence of Sexual
Harassment in Housing Among Women
Receiving Federal Rent Subsidies,” she
discussed research that she is conducting with a team of social scientists on the
nature and incidence of sexual harassment
of low income women by their landlords.
Transcript
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His Journey to Chocolate
Chocolate – the stuff of cravings, holidays, desserts
drinks and poetry. A decadent treat or an everyday
staple. Made by a lawyer? Why not?

Carl H. Esbeck was interviewed for an hourlong program on the Supreme Court and
church-state relations by KMST, the FM
station of the Missouri University of Science
and Technology.
Esbeck was the keynote luncheon speaker
before the City of St. Louis Federalist Society,
focusing his talk on the free-speech case
of Pleasant Grove City, Utah v. Summum,
currently pending before the Supreme Court of
the United States.
Esbeck was a presenter at a conference
about religious freedom under the new administration of President Obama. His topic was on
the right of religious social service providers to
staff with those of like-minded faith.
In late November, his article, “What the
Hein Decision Can Tell Us about the Roberts
Court and the Establishment Clause,” 78
Mississippi Law Journal 203 (2008), was
published. During November and December,
Esbeck co-authored a brief amici curiae in
Spencer v. World Vision. The case is on appeal
before the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals and
involves the definition of a religious organization exempt from certain provisions of Title VII
of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

Ilhyung Lee was accepted for the Roster
of Neutrals for the International Centre for
Dispute Resolution, the international division
of the American Arbitration Association.
In fall 2008, Lee presented “Legislating
Equality in Korean and Law and Policy”
at Harvard Law School’s East Asian Legal
Studies Program. He also met with junior and
senior high school students at the Columbia
Independent School in Columbia, leading a discussion on cross-cultural dispute
resolution.
In October, Lee completed the Kansas City
Half Marathon.
4
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Askinosie
chocolate-

M. Shawn Askinosie,
’89, is the lawyer with a
passion for chocolate. Under
the banner of Askinosie Chocolate in Springfield, Mo., he crafts
artisan chocolates, working with
farmers worldwide so that the origin
of the cocoa beans is never in question.
Before heeding the call to make chocolate, Askinosie practiced in Texas and
Missouri. Working as a criminal defense
attorney, he received acclaim for his representation in high profile cases. But the
call to his hobbies of cooking and baking was great. Despite knowing nothing
about how chocolate is made, he decided
that it was going to become his business.
Yes, the chocolate is fabulous. It would
be easy to tell the tale of Shawn Askinosie
by focusing only on his unusual transition from practicing lawyer to enthusiastic chocolatier, but that wouldn’t
tell the whole story. Askinosie applies
a unique sense of social responsibility to his work at Askinosie Chocolate.
The products are made bean to bar,
with a short list of natural ingredients.
The beans come from farmers in countries like Ecuador, Mexico and the Philippines, with whom Askinosie personally
meets and pays higher than fair trade
prices. The wrappers are biodegradable.
To benefit the community, Askinosie
Chocolate partners with Drury University to run the succinctly-named Chocolate
University to teach aspects of the business
to students at a nearby elementary school.
Askinosie’s sense of social responsibility was shaped by parents, in particular his attorney father, whom
he describes as community minded,
founding legal aid in Springfield.
After his freshman year in college,
Askinosie decided to put what he had

seen to work by honoring others, in particular by volunteering with refugees in
Thailand. “I was moved by the plight of
the Vietnamese boat people and the genocide of so many Cambodians, so I wanted
to act,” he explains. “The way for me to
do that was to go.” Later he created a literacy program in Texas and a regional
grief center for children who have experienced the death of a loved one.
These activities are not a marketing strategy for Askinosie Chocolate.
They are Askinosie’s personal commitment, part of who he is as a person, a lawyer and a businessman. “This makes it
more real and believable. It’s more fun.
It’s not a chore,” he says. This commitment is what he advises students to attune
to when giving presentations at commencements or talking with them personally.
Empty your cup to fill it. That’s what he
tells students and it’s the motto he lives by.
It’s obvious that Askinosie himself has
found a way to both follow a passion and
to serve others, and he’s done this without
leaving his law degree behind. He says he
uses the skills he learned as both a law student and lawyer every day – attention to
detail, persistence, patience, acquisition of
information from multiple sources, the ability to communicate and locating individuals.
From law student to criminal
defense attorney to business owner,
chocolatier and social activist – who
wouldn’t call Askinosie’s cup full?

law.missouri.edu
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They Choose to Teach

U

niversity faculty members have
their summers off, only work a
few hours a week and generally
have a pretty cushy life, don’t they? That
may be the perception to some, but it’s not
the truth. Faculty members at the School
of Law spend countless hours – including
over summer and holiday breaks, nights and
weekends – preparing for class, conducting research, serving their communities and
the profession, keeping up with the everchanging law. Three newer faculty members
talk about what made them go into legal
academia, what they love about teaching
and why they chose the School of Law.

Tr anscript:

What brought you into teaching?
Mitchell: I taught high school
before I went back to get my law
degree and I’ve always wanted to
teach. I got to law school and was
seduced by the money of the firms and was
thinking about going in that direction. To
be honest, it just wasn’t making me happy. I
did two summers with firms and I just didn’t
enjoy it and I really liked teaching. I like it
because of selfish reasons. It’s one of the
only living legacies that you can actually
have. Every student who comes into your
class whom you touch, whom you teach,
goes on and does something. If you’ve
taught in a way in which you’ve inspired
them and made them think – that’s the legacy that you get to leave.
Oliveri: I figured out that I wanted
to teach while I was in law school.
I really enjoyed thinking about my
classes and thinking about what
book we were reading, the theme of the
class and the things that I could draw from a
particular subject. I really liked my professors and I also liked writing. I wrote a lot of
papers and had some of them published
while I was in law school. It didn’t occur to
me that I wanted to teach until I was a 3L
and I went to my professor and she said, offhandedly, “Well, of course you want to
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teach.” I said, “Why would you say that?”
She said, “It’s so obvious!” That was the first
time it really occurred to me that a lot of the
things I liked doing – thinking about topics
and how I would like to teach a class – fit.
It’s not what I did right away. I practiced for a while and I wanted to practice so I could be a better teacher. I think
it does help me be a better teacher.
I also wanted to practice to see what it
was like, but I knew that I would become
a teacher after four or five years of doing
that. That’s pretty much what I did.
Litton: I decided in my first semester of law school. I was studying
law but I couldn’t stop thinking
about the philosophical questions I
started thinking about as an undergraduate.
They kept coming up over and over again in
law school, whether it was in criminal law
or constitutional law. I realized that I
wanted to study legal and moral philosophy
more than I would in just law school so I
applied to a joint program during my first
semester of law school. I got in and went
through the program, which is basically to
train one to teach, to be an academic, and
that was it. Really what fueled it for me was
loving to think about these really interesting, fascinating, important questions about
what the law is, what the law ought to be.
Luckily, I am able to do that and teach at the
same time. To me, it’s a lot of fun. I love it.

S. David Mitchell presented a paper on
the amelioration and the saving clause,
“Georgia on my Mind: Ameliorating the
Manifest Injustice of the Saving Clause,”
at the Midwest People of Color Conference
at Hamline University School of Law and at
Jurisgenesis at Washington University.
In October, Mitchell gave the opening
remarks at the Boone County Offender
Transition Network Second Annual
Conference, “Bringing Down the Walls,
Creating Community Solutions for Prisoner
Reentry.” The purpose of the conference
was to identify the top five barriers that
ex-offenders encounter that prevent their
successful reentry into the community.
Mitchell was recently appointed to the
board of directors of the Boone County
Community Partnership, whose mission is
to “foster actions by people and organizations that make a positive difference in the
individual and collective lives of people at
greatest risk and need.”
In the wake of the economic crisis,
Mitchell gave interviews to KFRU 1400
AM, ABC-17 News, KMOX 1120 St. Louis
and KBIA 91.3 on the impact that foreclosures would have on the right to vote.

“The beauty of teaching is that moment in
which you get to reach every student.”
Mitchell: For me, it wasn’t thinking
about the issues. Because I taught
high school for four years, I was a
camp counselor for several summers and I was a tutor in college, teaching
was always there for me. It’s a “light bulb
effect.” How do you break down something
so that a student in your class who may be
struggling gets it, the light bulb goes on?
The beauty of teaching is that moment in
which you get to reach every student. Particularly if you do it really well. If you
address the great disparity of talent in your

Christina E. Wells’ casebook, First
Amendment: Cases and Theory (with
Krotoszynski, Gey & Lidsky) was published
by Aspen Publishers. Her article, “Privacy
and Funeral Protests,” is forthcoming in
the fall 2008 edition of the North Carolina
Law Review.
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Stephen D. Easton’s Attacking Adverse
Experts, a trial attorney’s guide to exposing
problematic expert testimony, was published by the American Bar Association’s
Litigation Section.
After a failed attempt (at the St. Charles
Lewis and Clark Marathon, which was
reduced to a ten-mile race due to the
deluge from the remains of Hurricane Ike),
he completed the Kansas City Marathon in
October. His race time remains a closely
guarded secret, but he claims to have been
upright and even marginally coherent at the
finish line.
In December, Easton spoke about trial
practice at a Stanford Law School conference on neuroimaging, pain and the law.
At the law school, Easton worked with
the Historical and Theatrical Trials Society
to present the trial of Al Capone for allegedly ordering or approving the Valentine’s
Day Massacre.

classroom and the difference in intellectual
abilities, to be able to reach all of them at
some point in time so they all have the light
bulb go on at some point in the semester, it
can be the greatest joy. The teaching is the
practical, sort of selfish side for me. To quote
a colleague of mine who said I’m a showman
in class, our associate dean Thom Lambert,
“What better place?” It’s a wonderful
opportunity to be both theatrical and intellectual, to engage students, to keep their
attention and yet, to communicate a point.
Tr anscript: Why did you choose
the MU School of Law?

Oliveri: Once we came out here,
my husband and I really liked
Columbia a lot and we found it to
be a really wonderful place. The
Law School has also been a great place. It’s
very collegial. I’ve met lots of great people
who have been supportive of me as a pretenure faculty member working toward
tenure. People have been very friendly on a
personal level. It’s an environment I’ve been
very happy to be in. From what I hear, other
schools aren’t like this. It’s a sense that was
echoed when I was interviewed at other law
schools, that this one is particularly
collegial.

“My colleagues have been really supportive
and it’s nice to be around people who are
doing fascinating work.”

Paul J. Litton published two articles:
“Non-Beneficial Pediatric Research and
the Best Interests Standard: A Legal
and Ethical Reconciliation” in the Yale
Journal of Health Policy, Law & Ethics, and
“Responsibility Status of the Psychopath:
On Moral Reasoning and Rational SelfGovernance” in the Rutgers Law Journal.
The latter appears alongside other articles
on legal personhood presented at the 2008
Association of American Law Schools
annual meeting.
This summer, Litton spoke at the
Missouri Court of Appeals Eleventh Annual
Appellate Forum about the ethics of physician participation in executions.
6
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Litton: I really like that it’s part of a
large research university because I
can interact with really great people who are working in related
fields. My colleagues have been really supportive and it’s nice to be around people
who are doing fascinating work. It’s taken
awhile to get used to living in a small town
because I’ve lived mostly in Philadelphia and
Washington, D.C., recently, but I am really
enjoying Columbia now. Because it’s a university town, there’s a nice downtown. Plus
there are a lot of nice things that come
through the town, like the Roots ’n Blues
festival. There are a lot of things to do both
outdoors and indoors. And having a short
commute – really no commute – means
having more time with my family.
Mitchell: There wasn’t much I
knew about the University of Missouri before I had the opportunity

to interview. In that interview, I met
Michelle Cecil, who was there with the most
incredibly wonderful, bubbly personality.
How can you say “no” to a woman who’s so
effusive and welcoming? That was the first
sign that this might be a place that I would
like to land. And then getting here, and talking to people who are supportive and very
interested in your work – people who work
in your own areas and take an interest in
them.
There’s no perfect place but there are
some places that are welcoming or more
home-like than others and this place is
home-like. My wife and I had both taught
in Denver and we have a better faculty community of friends here than we did there.
In the first year we had a better community here and we were there for two years.
When we first came for our interviews and subsequent interviews, people
said, “We really want you to be here. We
really like your work.” They were doing
whatever they could to get us here.
I’m in a two-academic family and getting two academics in the same place, I
have to give credit to Dean Dessem for
working on a spousal accommodation
for my wife to help me be here. It would
have been a two-time-zone marriage for
a couple of years otherwise. I don’t think
that would have been appreciated!
Tr anscript: What have you found
most challenging about teaching?

“How do you even start talking to them
about it so you don’t lose them in the
first five minutes?”
Oliveri: My experience has been so
different from David’s in that I had
never taught before. The biggest
challenge for me? The sheer
mechanics of walking into a classroom with
75 people and having to figure out how to
start lecturing about a topic that is incredibly complicated, that most people hate.
How do you even start talking to them
about it so you don’t lose them in the first
five minutes?
It gave me a profound respect for my professors from law school. I realize now that
you can’t walk in and start talking off the
cuff. You have to know what you’re talking about and have planned out hypotheticals and activities that they can do. You
have to keep the pace going or you will lose

law.missouri.edu

Feature

people. I had always thought professors
maybe made some notes and then walked
in and started talking. Now I realize, particularly in the first year, for every hour
you’re in the classroom, there are 10 hours
of prep work outside of the classroom.
It’s gotten a little better now that I’ve
taught some of these classes multiple times,
but that was the big challenge to me – getting used to this new paradigm of public
speaking but on a regular basis. I think if
you said to people, “You have to give a
lecture for 50 minutes or an hour and 15
minutes,” they would spend weeks preparing for it. And if you said, “Okay,
you’ve got to do that six times a week and
it’s all got to be different. It can’t be the
same one. You teach three classes,” most
people would be sort of scared at that.
Mitchell: One thing is teaching in
an area that you never taught
before. There are incredible challenges in teaching something that
is not your specialty, having to learn it. If
you’re a person like me who needs to be an
expert in it, to feel as though you can
answer all the questions, you find yourself
putting in those 10 hours for every hour
because you don’t want to have a question
posed to you that you can’t answer.
Oliveri: And then you still get
them anyway!

Mitchell: Yes! But then apart from
just being in the classroom, my
challenge in being on the faculty
is being incredibly outspoken –
having a point, saying I’m going to make
this point. And there are different levels. If
you’re pre-tenure, you’re almost supposed
to be seen and not heard. Once you get
tenure, then you can be heard and seen. I’m
a New Yorker at heart! If I feel passionately
about something, I’m going to let you
know and if I don’t, then I’ll keep quiet.
Litton: I have taught before, but
philosophy classes, not law. It’s
still been the most challenging
part of the job. The preparation
has been different. Here, trying to get first
year students to figure things out on their
own and find ways to have them draw the
lessons from the cases for themselves – it’s
challenging. Also preparing so you can
answer any question that comes up is a
challenge.
law.missouri.edu

“And still you get that one question from
that bright student and you think, “Yeah,
the one thing I did not come across…”
Mitchell: The students sometimes
think “Well you just have an hour
to teach and I’ve got to read all
the cases and prep and all you do
is walk in.” Well, no. But they just read the
principal case and I read all of the note
cases and all of the things that are associated then think, “Did I cover everything?”
And still you get that one question from
that bright student and you think, “Yeah,
the one thing I did not come across…”
What is the camaraderie
like for members of the MU Law faculty?
Tr anscript:

Oliveri: I had a couple of people
who have been very helpful in a
lot of ways – people who have
read my scholarship and talked to
me about it, people who have made sure I
knew about opportunities to speak or present my work. What’s interesting is that the
people who were the most helpful were the
ones who have been where I am now, who
were just a year or two ahead of me, who
knew how tough it was and were ready to
greet me when I got here to help walk me
through the process. People were definitely
very welcoming and helpful.
I like to think that the junior faculty
have a pretty high level of camaraderie. I have really liked being at the same
place and in a cohort group with David
and Paul. It’s been fun. It’s a small school
here, so we have a small faculty and
there’s a core group of pre-tenure faculty
who kind of band together and help each
other through some of the harder times.
Mitchell: On my way here, the
summer before, David Fischer
gave me some excellent advice on
getting my casebooks ready for
the first semester and sent me his notes,
preparing me to teach a course that I had
never taught before. It was incredibly selfless. He didn’t have to give me his notes
that he used. He didn’t have to say that this
is the casebook that he used, to walk me
through to tell me to contact the book
manufacturer before I get to the law school
to get a leg up, to hit the ground running
as opposed to being behind. That was
amazing.

And there’s the fact that we live in this
small town. If we lived in any other place,
I’m not sure how the camaraderie would
be. There would be so many other distractions. Not being in a Chicago, a New
York, an L.A. – we actually like each other
enough to socialize on a regular basis.
From those in the same cohort to the more
senior faculty members – I think that’s
one of the things I like. And from the first
day they’ve been incredibly welcoming –
from our first visit in the summer, going
to someone’s house for a barbecue, being
seen as a member of the community, not
feeling as though you have to earn your
way in, but being accepted from day one.
Litton: I agree. I was also given
notes and was given advice. Multiple people have had my family
and me over for holidays or other
kinds of events.
Tr anscript:

What kinds of goals do you have
for your teaching careers?
Litton: I do want to get better at
what I’m doing. My aspirations as
a teacher are to push students to
think more critically, to think
rigorously in a logical manner, to think
creatively but to argue clearly, to grapple
with complex and important issues about
law, and to expose them to arguments and
ideas they haven’t thought about before and
to get them excited about them. I just want
to get better at it. So that’s on the teaching
side.
Scholarship wise, I want to be able
to continue thinking and writing about
things that I find really interesting. I
really think this job is amazing. I get
to read and think about things that I
find interesting, and I get paid for it.
Oliveri: It really is the best job in
the world.

Mitchell: It’s like the athletes have
said: I get paid to play a game.
You get paid to do what you
enjoy doing.
Litton: So my goal is to be able to
keep on doing it!
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Mitchell: I think my goal is the
same, except Barack took the first
goal from me – I can’t be the first
African-American president!
Now that that’s off the table…
I really enjoy teaching. I love the classroom. My goal is to be better than I am
now, to constantly improve and push my
students. I walk in on day one and I tell
students this: we rank schools and say that
this school is better than another and therefore the students feel as though if they’re
not at a top 20 school they’re not as good
as those students. I say no, you can be just
as good as those students, alright? Holding the bar high and helping them reach
that bar, that’s what I find to be important.
In terms of my scholarship, I think the
issue for me is being able to write and have
an impact on the law in a very real way.
Because I get the opportunity to sit and
think about it, it’s not the pace of the law
that practicing lawyers face. This allows me
to think about issues and have a larger profound impact, to have that kind of luxury.
There’s a great deal of responsibility that
we have with that as well. Because we can
think about issues longer, because we can
think about them and balance them, we
have a duty to do those things and have
some kind of impact. I consider my work
to be research advocacy. I write about stuff
that I’m passionate about with the hope
that it will have positive change, some kind
of impact. That’s how I see my scholarship.
The other area we’re all measured on
is service. I’d like to have at least some
kind of influence in the community. Fundamentally for me, I want to give back.
I think we as faculty sit in a very rare
position. There are not many folks who
get to have the kind of job that we have
and I think as a result of that we have
a responsibility to do something with
that. What does that mean? I think it’s
different for everyone, but I do think
there’s a responsibility in that regard.

“I want to be one of those teachers that
people talk about decades later.”
Oliveri: I want to be a better
teacher. I want to be one of those
teachers that people talk about
decades later, still remembering
what they said, still remembering their
impact. That, I think, is something I’m
going to work on. I’ll probably never stop
working on it.
8
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Also what David said too, in terms of
research. I’m the same way. My research
is in an area that I used to be an advocate in. I used to be a civil rights lawyer and so now I’m doing research in this
area. It’s a fairly small area. There aren’t
a lot of people who write about the stuff
I write about. I feel like it is important to
do something with what I’m writing. It
is great to sit around and think thoughts
but I want my thoughts to actually have
some impact. I want to make sure that I
can translate them into research that matters, writing that matters, that someone
reads. It changes a judge’s mind or a government bureaucrat’s mind or something.
I think it’s another one of those things that
you do gradually. But I think for a lot of
people you build your body of work over
time and we’re all just kind of starting that.
How do you find a balance
between teaching, research and service?

Tr anscript:

Litton: Finding a balance depends
on what’s most pressing at the
moment. In a sense there’s one
thing about this job that is a blessing and a curse. You can be flexible with
your time. You can prepare to teach and
you can teach your class and if you have to
go home and do something with your kids,
you can do that. Then at night you can do
some research or some reading. In a sense
you can do your job whenever, which is
sometimes a good thing and sometimes a
bad thing. Sometimes we never really leave
the job. It’s not a job that you can leave at 5
p.m. and be done for the day. Even if you
don’t have to teach the next day, you can
keep thinking about your research project
or about class. I don’t know if I have any
secret formula for balancing. It’s more
about making sure that everything gets
done and working on what’s pressing at the
moment.

“You have to do as much as you can, do
the best as you can, and decide when
you’ve done enough that you can move on
to the next thing. ”
Oliveri: I think the metaphor
wouldn’t be balancing as much as
juggling, trying to keep all the
balls in the air. That has been
another one of the more challenging
aspects of the job, that I could devote all

my time to teaching, but I could also
devote all my time to researching and writing. You can’t. So you have to do as much
as you can, do the best as you can, and
decide when you’ve done enough that you
can move on to the next thing.
It is one of those things where I never
stop thinking about it. I talk to colleagues who go jogging or are in the
shower and get their ideas. I carry around
a notebook so I can keep notes of things
as they come to me. I’m always jotting
down things and working on outlines
and stuff like that. These aren’t my active
research projects, but are future projects.
You can’t go home at 5 p.m. and turn
your back on the students, particularly
with e-mail. I don’t know how other professors handle it, but I am pretty much
accessible to my students through e-mail at
any time. I mean, I stop checking at a certain point, but I will receive e-mails from
students saying they’re having a hard time
understanding something or wanting to
talk about something. I want to be responsive to that. When I’m here, my door is
open as much as possible. That never turns
off either. The students are always around
and if they need or want to talk about
something, I want to be there for them.
It’s sort of like constant strings of things
and always having them going at once.

“You’re thinking about these ideas when
you’re teaching, but they’re related to the
ideas you’re thinking about anyway for
your scholarship. That’s really helpful.”
Litton: You were talking about the
juggling and balancing. This is a
credit to the deans – all of us have
been able to teach in areas in
which we also do our research. That has
really helped the juggling. You’re thinking
about these ideas when you’re teaching, but
they’re related to the ideas you’re thinking
about anyway for your scholarship. That’s
really helpful.

“That’s one of my biggest challenges –
being able to close the door.”
Mitchell: It’s a real balance and I
know I don’t do the balance well.
I can certainly say that. For me
the issue is there are ebbs and
flows. The teaching is a constant thing
throughout the semester. You have to prelaw.missouri.edu
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pare for it on a day-to-day basis and it
never really goes on the back burner, but it
ebbs and flows. You can prep for a couple
of weeks and be secure in what you’re
doing and back off on the prep time to
work on your scholarship. When you get
ready for a talk or to send something out,
then you’re up for your scholarship.
Service is one of those things that does
not get an appropriate nod. There’s an
unwritten burden of service that exists
apart from the official service. We’re all
on committees that we have for our official law school service, but then we have to
do those unwritten things, right? The fact
that students come to your office to talk
about their classes or to talk about problems in their personal life or to talk about
other issues. Or maybe they’ve made a connection with you because of the area you
write in and they’re interested in it and it
may have nothing to do with what you’re
writing about right then or your teaching.
And yet you really can’t close the door.
The reason I got into teaching is
because there were teachers in my past
who demonstrated a love of their material but also concern for their students,
and who were always open and always
there to lend an ear. I can’t be that person who sits there and says, “I can’t do
that right now.” That’s one of my biggest
challenges – being able to close the door.
I think the balance is tough. My son was
just born about a year ago and I’m glad I
have the flexibility of this job. I don’t know
how folks who have to be somewhere
from 9 to 5, who can’t leave, on line work
in a factory or something of that nature,
do it. The flexibility of our jobs is amazing. I think it’s great, but it’s also the burden because we carry our laptops around
at my house. We’re constantly coming
up with ideas. When we go on vacations,
we don’t leave our laptops at home. We
had to make a pact when we got married
that we would leave them at home for the
three days that we were away! That’s the
beauty of things though. Being an academic, you love these ideas. Wherever
you are, an idea comes up and it’s great.
Oliveri: Or when reporters call
you and say, “We see that four
years ago you wrote this piece
and here are 20 questions about
what’s going on right now and I’ve got a 5
p.m. deadline. Go.” But how do you say no
when a reporter from Newsweek is calling
you, wanting to cover something? That’s
law.missouri.edu

another ball that gets in that you’ve got to
be juggling. But it’s so cool. That’s part of
it – people wanting to know what you
think so they can put it in a newspaper or
something.
I’ve written a couple of op-eds in my
capacity here. In the past I used to just
write letters to the editor that never got
published. I’d get fired up about something and I’d write and write and do
this big thing and send it off. Of course
it would never get published. Now, as
a professor, I can write an op-ed and
there’s some sort of cache. It may get
published and that’s a neat thing.

“It’s far from being the easiest, but
for me, it’s one of the most rewarding
things to do.”
Mitchell: Being a professor isn’t the
easiest thing in the world, don’t
get me wrong. Of course all of
your family and friends think so!
It’s far from being the easiest, but for me,
it’s one of the most rewarding things to do.
I have been inspired by teachers and I hope
I can do the same for some student someday. I have had teachers whom I think I’ve
modeled myself after and modeled my
career after because of what they did for
me. I’d love to give back in that capacity.

This is one of those vehicles that allows me
to do that. It’s a true honor to them and to
the profession. For me, it’s great. I love
teaching. There are days when I’m tired
and exhausted, but it’s one of those joys.
I’m not sure what else I would be doing
where I would be this satisfied with my
job.
Oliveri: I do feel like one of the
differences between being a lawyer and being a law professor is
that as a law professor, your whole
goal is to make the world a better place. To
teach people, to inspire them, to write, to
come up with research that moves the law
or society forward, to disseminate knowledge – it’s all positive. As a lawyer, it’s not
all positive. You’re fighting against another
side. One side has to lose or is often
unhappy and there’s a lot of contention.
This job is all about trying to make things
better. If you do it well, everybody’s happy.

“It’s a good life.”
Litton: It’s a good life.

Freyermuth Appointed
Curators’ Teaching Professor
“This is high praise indeed.”

Dean Larry Dessem

R. Wilson Freyermuth, John D. Lawson Professor of Law, was
awarded a Curators’ Teaching Professorship in December 2008.
This renewable appointment, made on the recommendation of
MU Chancellor Brady Deaton and approved by UM System President Gary Forsee and the board of curators, is held for five years
and is based on outstanding teaching and established reputation.
“Within a university with as many outstanding faculty as we
have – in Rolla, St. Louis, Kansas City and here in Columbia – this is high praise
indeed,” Dean Larry Dessem said.
Freyermuth joined the law faculty in 1992 and teaches in the areas of property, real estate, secured transactions and local government. He joins Michelle
Arnopol Cecil, William H. Pittman Professor of Law, and Stephen D. Easton,
C.A. Leedy Professor of Law, as a Curators’ Teaching Professor.
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It won’t be long before families will head to the beach for summer vacation, tote bags slung over their
shoulders full of water toys for the kids and books for mom and dad. This year, let our faculty help you select
your next novel or work of non-fiction. Enjoy these faculty-tested books on a lounge chair with the sand
between your toes.

Douglas E. Abrams spoke about legal aspects
of bullying at a statewide high school teachers conference, “Leading Controversial
Issues,” sponsored by The Missouri Bar and
the Constitutional Rights Foundation. He also
spoke about Internet safety and cyberbullying at the National High School Journalism
Convention, a gathering of more than 5,000
high school students conducted by the
Journalism Education Association and the
National Scholastic Press Association. In both
talks, he discussed his work as a member
of the Governor’s Internet Harassment Task
Force, which resulted in legislation amending
Missouri’s criminal harassment and stalking
statutes.
Abrams delivered the “2008 Missouri
Juvenile Law Legislative Update” at the
Fall Educational Conference of the Missouri
Juvenile Justice Association, for which he
serves as a member of the board of directors
and the leadership team. He also spoke about
hot topics and legal trends in juvenile justice
at the Missouri Court of Appeals Eleventh
Annual Appellate Forum.
Abrams was a panelist at The Missouri Bar
CLE program, “United States Supreme Court
Highlights: The 2007–2008 Term and Its
Implications.” He also completed service on
the Juvenile Court Rules Work Group, which
the Family Law Committee of the Supreme
Court of Missouri appointed in 2004 to review
and revise the state rules of practice in the
juvenile courts.
Abrams and his co-authors have submitted the manuscript for the second edition of
their casebook, Contemporary Family Law
(Thomson West 2006). He continues publishing an article about legal writing in each issue
of Precedent, The Missouri Bar’s quarterly
magazine. His latest articles are a two-part
discussion of strategies for publishing lettersto-the-editor and op-ed articles in local, state
and national newspapers.
Abrams completed a two-year term as the
law school’s representative on the Faculty
Council on University Policy and a member
of the council’s executive committee. He
now serves on the university’s Intercollegiate
Athletics Committee, and he begins his 42nd
year as a youth league ice hockey coach.
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Robert G. Bailey, ’79
❊ Damages by Barry Werth
❊ Man’s Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl
❊ The Path to Power: Volume 1 of the Years of Lyndon
Johnson, Means of Ascent: Volume 2 of The Years of
Lyndon Johnson and Master of the Senate: Volume
3 of The Years of Lyndon Johnson by Robert A. Caro
❊ The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the
Fall of New York by Robert A. Caro
❊ Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Journey to
Change the World…One Child at a Time by
Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin
❊ Truman by David McCullough
Mary M. Beck, ’88
❊ The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency and the other
books in this series by Alexander McCall Smith
Michelle Arnopol Cecil
❊ The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
Melody Richardson Daily, ’86
❊ A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
❊ The Lace Reader by Brunonia Barry
❊ Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides
❊ Saving Fish from Drowning by Amy Tan
❊ Scoundrels to the Hoosegow: Perry Mason Moments
and Entertaining Cases from the Files of a
Prosecuting Attorney by H. Morley Swingle, ’80
❊ 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before
Columbus by Charles C. Mann
Larry Dessem
❊ Parting the Waters: America in the King Years
1954–63, Pillar of Fire: America in the King Years
1963–65, and At Canaan’s Edge: America in the
King Years 1965–68 by Taylor Branch
Stephen D. Easton
❊ Bootheel Man by H. Morley Swingle, ’80
❊ The Gold of Cape Girardeau by
H. Morley Swingle, ’80

❊ Miracle at Philadelphia: The Story of the
Constitutional Convention May to September 1787 by
Catherine Drinker Bowen
Rigel C. Oliveri
❊ Arc of Justice: A Saga of Race, Civil Rights, and
Murder in the Jazz Age by Kevin Boyle
Philip G. Peters Jr.
❊ Crossing to Safety by Wallace Stegner
❊ The Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling
❊ The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett
❊ The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver
❊ Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson
❊ The Sunday Philosophy Club by Alexander McCall
Smith
❊ World Without End by Ken Follett
Richard C. Reuben
❊ The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme
Court by Jeffrey Toobin
Jennifer W. Reynolds
❊ The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoevsky
❊ Criminals: A Novel by Margot Livesey
❊ Critical Mass: How One Thing Leads to Another by
Philip Ball
❊ The House on Fortune Street: A Novel by Margot
Livesey
❊ Making Your Case: The Art of Persuading Judges by
Antonin Scalia and Bryan A. Garner
❊ Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell
Stacie I. Strong
❊ Law, Liberty and Morality by H.L.A. Hart
Rodney J. Uphoff
❊ Case of a Lifetime: A Criminal Defense Lawyer’s
Story by Abbe Smith
❊ The Innocent Man by John Grisham
❊ Race to Injustice: Lessons Learned for the Duke
Lacrosse Rape Case, edited by Michael L. Seigel

Carl H. Esbeck
❊ Decision in Philadelphia: The Constitutional
Convention of 1787 by Christopher Collier and
James Lincoln Collier
❊ From Parchment to Power: How James Madison Used
the Bill of Rights to Save the Constitution by Robert
A. Goldwin
❊ James Madison and the Struggle for the Bill of
Rights by Richard Labunski
law.missouri.edu
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What’s it really like
to be a female

student at the

School of Law?

Women
Their Changing Role at the School of Law

O

by Lindsey R. Laws, 2L, and Casey Baker

ne hundred thirteen years after the School of Law
graduated its first female student, a lot has changed.
Women make up 40 percent of the student body. They
wear jeans to class and take notes on laptops. Their spouses are as likely as
they are to be concerned about a home-work balance. They serve as editors of the School of Law’s journals and lead its student organizations.
But what is it like to be a female student at the School of Law
now? The differences between 1896 and 2009 are obvious, but what
about the changes since 1949 or 1979? We looked at the perspectives
of an administrator, faculty member, alumna and student to find out.
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WOMEN: Their Changing Role at the School of Law

The Perspective of a
Law School Administrator

Tracy Gonzalez, Assistant Dean
Office of Admissions, Career
Development and Student Services
Although Tr acy Gonzalez has only been

the assistant dean since summer 2008,
she’s no stranger to the School of Law.
From 2002 to 2006, she served as director of the Law School’s Child Protection Clinic. In her current capacity, she
sees a different side of things – including trends for female law school applicants, attendees and job seekers.
Nationwide, law school applications from women have fluctuated. Historically more men than women have
applied to the Law School, and the
number of female applicants, while
fewer than male counterparts, has
remained constant in recent years.
Speculation for these trends, both
nationwide and at MU, is that women are
particularly intimidated by the potentially
crippling debt load. Thus they choose to
pursue alternate graduate-level degrees,
such as the master’s in business administration, which can be finished faster, meaning
a lower accumulation of graduate school

Women have played
an essential role
here at the School of
Law for many years
and their leadership
will only grow in the
years to come.
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debt, and would allow them to enter a
field that has similar pay to law graduates
after graduation. Recent classes of MU
graduates have left the School of Law with
more than $60,000 in law school debt,
with some students incurring as much as
$100,000 in loan debt during law school.
While at the School of Law, Gonzalez says that students experience a supportive environment, regardless of gender.
During the 2009–2010 academic year,
women will lead some of the Law School’s
most prominent student organizations,
including the Student Bar Association,
the Missouri Law Review and the Missouri
Environmental Law and Policy Review.
On the placement side, Gonzalez sees
trends that can be more readily explained
by generation than by the differences
between men and women. Female law
students are vying for big firm positions as much as their male classmates,
and there is an equal number of women
interviewed by these firms. Law students, both male and female, are seeking positions that will allow them to have
a home-work balance, as a general rule.
Typically though, Gonzalez sees more
women than men interested in pursuing
careers in public service. At an upcoming job fair in Chicago, only three men
were looking for placements in public service, while nine women were.
Gonzalez recognizes that the composition of the student body is part
of a bigger picture. “We want to
have a qualified, competent student
body,” she says. “With that said, we
want a diverse student body too.”
Gonzalez herself plays a role in the
representation of women at the School
of Law, where women serve in roles
such as assistant dean, named professors, manager of business and fiscal operations and coordinator of the
LLM in Dispute Resolution Program.
“Women have played an essential role
here at the School of Law for many years

1872
Law Department
opens at the
University of
Missouri.

1896
Cary May Carrol
was the School of
Law’s first female
student. She
received her LLB
from MU in 1896.

and their leadership will only grow in the
years to come,” Dean Larry Dessem says.
“Today’s students have advantages that
previous generations of students did not
have, particularly with respect to the role
models available to them in our classrooms
and hallways, and among our graduates.”

The Perspective of a
Law School Alumna and
Faculty Member

Kandice K. Johnson, ’78, Director
Clinical Programs and Criminal Prosecution Clinic
As both an alumna and a facult y member, Kandice K. Johnson, ’78,

is able to provide an expansive and
interesting point of view regarding women in the School of Law.
While Johnson was in law school, the
vast majority of her classmates were male.
Johnson happily recounts that she really
liked her law school classmates, male and
female. When asked about the small women’s restroom in Tate Hall that was considered the unofficial lounge for female
students, she smiles. Despite being in the
minority while in law school, Johnson was
treated as an equal by her male classmates.

1963
First female faculty
member, Joan M.
Krauskopf, begins
teaching at the
School of Law.
She taught at
MU until 1987.

1979
Irene J. Smith,
’79, was the first
black woman to
graduate from the
School of Law.
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Additionally, she found the faculty to
be fair and welcoming to women.
After graduation, Johnson worked
as a prosecuting attorney in Boone
County, as civil counsel for Boone
County, as a public defender at both
the state appellate office and in Jefferson County, and as general counsel for
the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources. Although she loved practicing law, she explains that it was often
difficult to balance the needs of practice with the demands of being a parent. In an effort to achieve a better
balance between her professional and
personal lives, she decided to return to
the School of Law. Part of the allure,
she says, was her excitement that she
would be paid to learn and then share
that knowledge with her students.
From 1987 to 1992, Johnson served
the Law School as an assistant dean.
In 1992, she joined the law faculty.
Johnson is full of praise for female
law students today, noting that they
“are detailed oriented, read rubrics,
are organized and follow directions.”
One of her concerns is the fact that, “at
times, [they are] not as confident as they
deserve to be.” She is quick to clarify,
though, that lack of aggressiveness does
not equal lack of confidence. In fact,
she finds that one of women’s strengths
is their ability to present information
that they are confident about in a less
aggressive manner, thereby facilitating discussion and the sharing of ideas.
When asked what she believes
to the be the biggest challenge to
today’s female law students, Johnson
does not hesitate in responding that
it is the debt load faced upon graduation. Emphasizing that it is a problem that affects both male and female
students, Johnson laments that it is
burdensome both personally and professionally. Despite this concern, Johnson advises graduates, “Trust yourself.

1989
Ann K. Covington,
’77, was the first
woman appointed
to the Supreme
Court of Missouri.

law.missouri.edu

1990
Mary L. Scott, ’90,
serves as the first
female editor-inchief of the Missouri
Law Review.

Realize that you’ve earned a great degree
that can take you many places.” And
when deciding which places to go, Johnson leaves a final piece of advice, “Try to
find work that is meaningful to you.”

The Perspective of an
Alumna, Federal Judge and
Former Faculty Member

Nanette K. Laughrey, ’75, Federal Judge
Western and Eastern Districts of Missouri
Nanet te K . L aughrey, ’75, wanted to attend

law school after witnessing lawyers who
worked for Volunteers in Service to America. The experience led to the realization
that law could be a very powerful tool
for community development. Laughrey
“fell in love” with law school as soon as
she began attending. Despite being one
of only 12 women in her class, Laughrey
never felt hostility from her male classmates or faculty members; instead, she
felt that she was treated fairly. Although
in the minority, Laughrey explains that,
“I never thought it was odd that I was
going to law school – I had every expectation that I should be able to do it.”
After receiving her law degree,
Laughrey served as an assistant attorney

1992
Enrollment of women
at law schools
nationwide peaks
at 50.4 percent.

general in Missouri and a municipal judge
for the City of Columbia, and she was in
private practice. Eventually, her love of
the law and working with others led her
to return to the School of Law as a professor, a post that she held in some capacity or
another from 1983 to 1996. Laughrey was
also motivated to teach due to the respect
that she had for those who had taught her.
While teaching at the School of law,
Laughrey also served as a deputy attorney general in Missouri. She was nominated to the federal bench in 1995 and
confirmed by the U.S. Senate in 1996.
As a federal judge, Laughrey loves the
intellectual and practical challenges with
which she is presented. One of the things
she loves about the law and her job is that
there’s always something new to learn.
Laughrey notes that female law students face a different atmosphere than she
did while she was in law school. There
are more female law students today and
they are treated similarly to their male
colleagues. She has also noticed that
it is now recognized that women are
capable and possess analytical skills.
However, Laughrey notes that female
law students do face special challenges,
particularly when trying to both raise children and attend law school. This is also a
challenge that she sees affecting women in
practice. She’s noticed a trend of women
who have stopped practicing law because
of the challenge of balancing family and
career and it concerns her. She hopes that
employers will appreciate the challenges
that parents face and realize that flexibility and creativity can allow employees with children to spend adequate time
with their families and still succeed in
their work. Laughrey’s advice for female
law students? “Choose the path that’s
consistent with your dreams and values,”
she says. “If you’re true to those things,
you’ll find the right path for yourself.”

1999
The enrollment
of women at the
School of Law peaks
at 45 percent.

2008
Forty percent of
the School of Law’s
student body is
composed of women.
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WOMEN: Their Changing Role at the School of Law

The Perspective of a
Student Leader

Sarah L. Devlin, Third-Year Law Student
President, Women’s Law Association
Sar ah L. Devlin , a native of Barnhart, Mo.,
did not grow up exposed to women in the
law. In fact, she didn’t grow up seeing the
women around her working in professional
positions. Her mother didn’t attend college and worked in the home while Devlin
was young. Until Devlin’s generation, no
women in her family had attended college.
For Devlin, this resulted in a need to
prove something – to her family, professors, fellow students and herself. “When
I didn’t know an answer to a professor’s

question my 1L year, it was like I was being
told that I wasn’t good enough or smart
enough,” she says. “I have since grown
past that intimidation, but I still sometimes feel that I have to prove my intelligence and worth. I think it is a feeling
that all law students feel, but I think it
manifests itself especially in women.”
There are other differences for female
law students that Devlin notes as well.
One of these differences – female mentors in the legal profession – is part of what
the Women’s Law Association (WLA)
works to address. Though the group’s
goal is to provide support for all students
– through career development, assistance for first-year students, and social
and philanthropic activities – they have
a special focus on mentors and role models for female students. WLA tries to find
speakers and mentors from all areas of
practice, but in particular those who are
in uncommon fields for women, who
might not be as readily identified by law
students as their male counterparts.
Devlin differs from others in her speculation about why women might choose
not to apply to law school – suggesting the
perceived combative nature of the profession. “I think women in the general public
may think of the law as a hard-edged and
argumentative profession,” she explains.
“They may instead try to find a career
where they don’t believe they will be constantly pushed to defend their views.” The

other reason she cites is that there aren’t
as many female role models for women
to look to, using herself as an example.
Once they are at the School of Law,
Devlin says that male and female students
are treated equally by the faculty, but sees
one striking difference in the treatment
of women from within the law school
community. “Some may not realize that
female students, like minority students,
generally have a different law school experience than white male students,” she
explains. To Devlin, this manifests itself
most clearly in the Women’s Law Association’s responsibility of introducing
female mentors to students, to supplement
what is done by the School of Law itself.
As they depart, Devlin sees that all
law students are looking for home-work
balance, noting that while this might
have been a traditionally female pursuit, things are changing. “Finding balance still concerns women in law school,
but it has become a major concern for
male law students as well,” she says.
Devlin advises prospective female law
students to contact young female attorneys
in their practice interest areas when thinking about law school. “The female legal
community is very helpful and welcoming,” Devlin says. “I believe law students
would benefit from the advice of someone
who can tell them what to expect, both
out of law school and the profession.”

Women’s Law Association Panel:
Women of the Missouri Supreme Court

On Nov. 12, the Women’s Law Association presented a judicial panel, “Women of the Missouri Supreme Court,” to provide the
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of the only four women who have served as judges on the court. Participating in the panel were Ann K. Covington, ’77,
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Full information about the LLM program
 law.missouri.edu/csdr/llm
Program Coordinator, Karen Neylon
✆ 573-882-2020  mulawcdr@missouri.edu
Karen Neylon

The LLM progr am in dispute resolution is
in its 10th year and continues to attract
practitioners and scholars from diverse
backgrounds. For practitioners, the program provides knowledge and skills that
can help in practice as an advocate, mediator, arbitrator or other dispute resolution
professionals.
Over the years, students have come
from 25 countries outside the United
States. Students also have commuted to
the program from such states as Iowa, Illinois, Kansas, Oklahoma, Tennessee and
Wisconsin. For biographies of our current
students, visit us online at law.missouri.
edu/csdr/llm/current-students.

We are strongly committed to diversity
and encourage applications from minorities, women and others contributing to
the diversity of our program. Students
may enroll full time or part time. We
normally schedule required courses one
day a week so that part-time students can
work the other four days.
LLM students can pursue dual degrees
(MA and PhD) from the Missouri School
of Journalism. Many LLM students take
courses at the Harry S Truman School
of Public Affairs, where they can earn a
certificate in public affairs in conjunction
with the LLM degree.

A D M I S S I O N S

Full information about admission
 law.missouri.edu/admissions
✆ 573-882-6042
 mulawadmissions@missouri.edu
Tracy
Gonzalez
Assistant Dean

Michelle L.
Heck
Coordinator
of Admissions
and
Recruitment

Katie L.
Carollo
Admissions
Evaluator

Leslie S.
Nilges
Administrative
Assistant

This fall, the School of L aw proudly

welcomed another fantastic entering class. The students represent 12
states and one foreign country. Welcome to the entering class of 2009!
The admissions team would
like to thank everyone who helped
with the 2008 recruiting season.
A special thanks to Husch Blackwell Sanders for hosting our winter
2008 admitted student reception.

law.missouri.edu

S napshot of the Class of 2009
Total Applications

889

Total Enrolled

146

Median LSAT (78th percentile)

159

Median GPA

3.51

Total Women

38%

Total Minorities

17%

State Residents

80%

Degrees of Study

41

Double Majors

38

Master’s Degrees

8

Doctoral Degrees

1

Different Colleges

58

Statistics are current as of Oct. 1, 2008

 One hundred members
of the incoming class
participated in the service
project for the Central
Missouri Food Bank
held during orientation,
coordinated by the Office
of Admissions. The
students packed 25 pallets
of food to feed 14,260
hungry neighbors.

Robert G. Bailey, ’79, continues to be active in
the National Academy of Arbitrators and
has been selected to chair the academy’s
Nominating Committee. Bailey spoke on
the business of arbitration at the group’s
annual meeting.
Bailey spoke to the Missouri Association
of Trial Attorneys at its annual meeting about Missouri Department of
Transportation (MODOT) arbitrations and
subsequently spoke with MODOT concerning arbitrations in Missouri. Bailey also
recently made a presentation at the law
school on arbitration in the United States
to a delegation of Chinese arbitrators.
Bailey’s Jackson County (Mo.) arbitration decision has been published in 125
Labor Arbitration Reports 396 and has
been the feature article in the “Grievance
Settlement” section of the Labor Relations
Reporter. The American Arbitration
Association, in its monthly publication
“Summary of Labor Arbitration Awards,”
has published Bailey’s awards opinions in
the Daimler Chrysler Financial Services
American LLC arbitration.
Bailey was again asked to serve as an
arbitrator during this February’s Major
League Baseball salary arbitrations. He
continues to serve as a commissioner on
the National Conference of Commissioners
on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL) and
participated in NCCUSL’s most recent
Collaborative Law Drafting Committee
meeting.
His recent civic and campus involvement includes election as chair of the
Boone County Family Resources; vice president of the Mizzou Alumni Association’s
Mizzou Legislative Network, a coalition of
alumni and friends of Mizzou who share
a dedication to higher education and who
contact government officials about issues
and legislation related to the University;
and secretary/treasurer of Enterprise
Development Corporation, a not for profit
organization which administers the SBA
504 loan program in Central Missouri.
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Thank you
to the For All We Call
Mizzou Campaign Steering
Committee members for
P RI VAT E

their leadership during this
exciting campaign!
William L. Allinder, ’79
George E. Ashley, ’48
Jean Paul Bradshaw, ’81
Newton C. Brill, ’64
Jeffrey A. Burns, ’83
Eugene G. Bushmann, ’60
Edward D. Chapin, ’72
Ann K. Covington, ’77
Dale C. Doerhoff, ’71
James D. Ellis, ’68
Anne W. Elsberry, ’75
Chair Maurice B. Graham, ’62
Eric C. Harris, ’76
Robert L. Hawkins Jr., ’48
Honorary Member
John K. Hulston, ’41
Mark T. Kempton, ’76
Robert L. Langdon, ’72
Linda S. Legg
Rodney E. Loomer, ’74
University Campaign Co-Chair
Larry L. McMullen, ’59
Walter D. McQuie Jr., ’53
John R. Musgrave, ’68
Ronald A. Norwood, ’86
William S. Ohlemeyer, ’84
Thomas L. Patten, ’69
Richard G. Steele, ’68
Gayle G. Stratmann, ’87
Kenneth H. Suelthaus, ’69
Michael A. Williams, ’98
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Developments
For All We Call Mizzou Was A Tremendous Success
For All We Call Mizzou was a historic campaign covering eight years and
providing tremendous support for the School of Law. With the funds raised,
the Law School has increased scholarships and support for
faculty funds, the Law Library and other programs.

Campaign Impact on the MU Law School
Amount raised during the campaign to benefit the School of Law

$21,303,344.27
125%

Percent of $17 million goal reached
Individual gifts received from alumni, friends, law firms, corporations
and foundations during the campaign
Funds established to support scholarships, faculty, the Law Library
and Law School programs

16,700
100+

Gifts of $1 million or more from donors (listed in order given)
Harold J. Hudson Jr., ’48 , George E. Ashley, ’48 , Marcia Shortridge,
Robert L. Hawkins Jr., ’48 , Florene Briscoe Fratcher

5
30%

Law alumni participation rate during the campaign
Law faculty and staff participation rate during the campaign
Amount raised during the campaign from Law School faculty and staff

89.33%
$196,474

Making A Gift to the School of Law
❋ Check GIFT
Payable to: MU School of Law
Office of Development
MU School of Law
205 Hulston Hall
Columbia, MO 65211

❋ Credit card gifts
or other gifts
Please call our office at
✆ 573-882-4374
❋ Online gifts
 donatetomu.missouri.edu

❋ Contact us!
If you would like more information
about including the School of
Law in your estate plan or about
making a gift or pledge, please
contact us at 205 Hulston Hall,
Columbia, MO 65211.

law.missouri.edu
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Hawkins Gift
Establishes First Endowed Faculty Chair at the School of Law

T

he return of alumni for Law
Day always brings a special
energy to the school. There’s
a sense of excitement, a buzz
that great things are happening. This was
particularly true at Law Day 2008, when
MU Chancellor Brady Deaton and Dean
Larry Dessem accepted a $1.1 million
leadership gift from Robert L. Hawkins
Jr., ’48, and Elizabeth Hunter Hawkins.
The Hawkins’ generous gift creates the
first School of Law endowed faculty chair
position, the Robert L. Hawkins Jr.-Dale
A. Whitman Chair. This chair, honoring
the careers of both Hawkins and Whitman,
will further enhance the reputation of the
School of Law. “By endowing the first
chair in the 137-year history of the School
of Law, Bob and Elizabeth Hawkins have
once again set the standard for our alumni
and supporters,” Dean Larry Dessem said.
The Hawkins’ gift enabled the School
of Law to surpass its $17 million For
All We Call Mizzou campaign goal.
“Our hope is that this endowed chair
will bring a professor of great national

stature to the MU campus,” Hawkins
said. “I also am pleased to honor my
great friendship and admiration for
Dale Whitman by including his name
in the first faculty chair for the Law
School. Nothing either one of us could
do for the school could be too much.”
As a law student, Hawkins was at the
top of his class, serving as editor of the
Missouri Law Review and graduating with
Order of the Coif honors. He practiced law
in Moberly and Monroe City before moving to Jefferson City in 1956, where he
remained during his distinguished career.
Hawkins’ service to the profession
included membership on the board of
governors of The Missouri Bar (including a year as president), board of trustees of the Missouri Bar Foundation and
board of governors of the American Bar
Association. His support of the School
of Law includes chairing fundraising
efforts for the construction of Hulston
Hall, membership on the board of trustees of the Law School Foundation (includ-

ing two years as president) and charter
membership in The Law Society.
Hawkins’ wife, Elizabeth, graduated
from Jefferson City Junior College in 1941.
As a girl, she was active in the Girl Scouts
and continued to serve the organization as
an adult. Her civic involvement in Jefferson City included secretary of the Women’s
Guild of Faith Lutheran Church, including
service as youth group advisor and on the
church’s board of trustees, and as a docent
for the Missouri Governor’s Mansion. She
is a member of PEO, Century Study Club
and the Cole County Historical Society.
“For more than 60 years, Mr. and
Mrs. Hawkins dedicated their lives to
service,” MU Chancellor Brady Deaton said. “Their commitment has meant
a great deal to the University of Missouri. We are able to say with certainty
that law students will forever recognize the names of Robert L. Hawkins
Jr. and Elizabeth Hunter Hawkins.”

}

In his comments,
Whitman noted that he
and his wife, Marge, got
better acquainted with Bob
and Elizabeth Hawkins
during the fundraising
campaign for Hulston Hall
and considers them lifelong
friends.

}

law.missouri.edu

}

In recognition of their gift of a chair to the School of Law,
Chancellor Deaton presented the Hawkins with a unique keepsake – an
original chair from Tate Hall. Generations of students remember sitting
through classes on these small wooden seats, which bear the marks of
more than a few bored students who had knives for etching.

}
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V I O L E N C E

C L I N I C

Full information about the Family Violence Clinic
 law.missouri.edu/fvc
Director, Mary M. Beck, ’88
✆ 573-882-7872  beckm@missouri.edu
Mary M. Beck, ’88

Patricia Brumfield Fry recently chaired
the initial two-day meeting of the National
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform
State Laws’ (NCCUSL) Drafting Committee
to Revise the Uniform Law on Notarial Acts
and has attended a NCCUSL workshop
for committee chairs and reporters. She
has spoken to the Electronic Signatures
& Records Association’s annual meeting
about the update on revision of the Uniform
Law on Notarial Acts. She also attended
the fall meeting of the Uniform Commercial
Code’s permanent editorial board, of which
she is a member, representing NCCUSL.

Rodney J. Uphoff directed the School
of Law’s study abroad program at the
University of the Western Cape in Cape
Town, South Africa, during the summer of
2008.
His article, “The Criminal Defense
Lawyer: Zealous Advocate, Double Agent or
Beleaguered Dealer?” was reprinted in two
readers about the criminal justice system.
One text, Courts and Justice, by G. Larry
Mays and Peter R. Gregware, is in its 4th
edition, and the other one, Courts: A Text
and Reader, was recently published.
Uphoff wrote a chapter, “The Duke
Defendants Reaped the Benefits of a
Zealous Defense – But Do Only the Rich
Get Real Lawyers?” in Race to Injustice
(Michael Siegel, ed., forthcoming 2009),
about the Duke University lacrosse rape
case.
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Family Violence Progr am graduates Elizabeth L. Wilhelmi, ’07, and Min C.
Lee, ’08, drafted putative father registry
bills that will be introduced to the Alaska
and South Dakota legislatures this year.
Family Violence Seminar students
Miranda J. Phillips Fleschert , Alicia D. Hammond, Ryan E. Neal,
Lauren M. Sandweiss, Michelle A.
Schmidt, Anita J. Patel and Christopher D. Vanderbeek drafted putative father registry bills for the states
of Hawaii, New Jersey and Oregon.
Family Violence students are regularly
published in scholarly and professional
journals. Christopher D. Vanderbeek’s
article “Oh, Brother! A California
Appeals Court Reaffirms the Denial of
Necessary Access for Separated Children
to Build and Maintain Sibling Relation-

ships” is in press with the UC Davis Journal of Juvenile Law & Policy; J. Danielle
Leggans’ article “Protecting the Interests of Abused and Neglected Children:
Is Court-Ordered Family Reunification
Always the Best Policy?” is in press with
the Whittier Journal of Child and Family
Advocacy; and Charles W. Adamson’s article “Assisted Reproductive Techniques:
When is Sperm Donor Dad?” is in press
with the Whittier Journal of Children and
Family Advocacy. Joshua M. Jones published “18 USC 922(g)(9) and the Circuit
Split: The Case for a Broad Definition of
Domestic Violence” in 45:1 Criminal Law
Bulletin (2009), while Wendy J. Shoemyer published “Address Confidentiality Programs: Helping Victims of Abuse
Feel Safe at Home” in 22 American Journal of Family Law 214 (winter 2009).

You beat
’em in the
courtroom.
Now beat
’em again!
The Law Firm Challenge
You

beat ‘em in the courtroom.

Now

Any l aw firm with at le ast five School of

Law alumni nationwide is invited to participate in the inaugural MU Law Firm Challenge. One or more volunteers from each
firm are needed to serve as challenge coordinators to encourage colleagues to make
gifts to the Law School each year.
All gifts, regardless of fund designation,
will count toward the firm’s total percentage of participation. All participating firms

beat ‘em again !

will be recognized in an upcoming issue of
Transcript, with special recognition given
to the firm(s) holding the highest giving
percentage.
Gifts made between July 1, 2008, and
June 30, 2009, count toward the Law Firm
Challenge. To volunteer as a challenge
coordinator, please contact Janie Harmon or
Mark Langworthy in the Office of Development at 573-882-4374.
law.missouri.edu
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Michelle Heck Honored
Patty Epps Award

with

L aw Staff Recognized
for E xcellence

FA C U LT Y N O T E

Each month, staff at the School of Law are recognized for their contributions to the school.
Awardees are selected based on nominations
from other Law School staff or faculty.
This program honors staff who demonstrate
a high quality performance and excellent
customer service skills for both internal and
external constituencies, and who further the
goals of the school.
Recent

awardees

Katie L. Carollo, Office of Admissions, Career
Development and Student Services
Jeremy A. Cook, information technology department
Tamara Guilford Davis, Law Library
Melissa H. Fayad, Law Library
Michelle L. Heck, Office of Admissions, Career
Development and Student Services
Heather M. Kalb, administrative office
Elaine D. Litwiller, fiscal office
Robin K. Nichols, Office of the Dean
Lesley S. Nilges Office of Admissions,
Career Development and Student Services
 Michelle L. Heck was the recipient
of the 2008 Patty H. Epps Award, which is
presented to one staff member who honors
the memory of Patty H. Epps with exceptional
public service, cheerfulness, and indomitable
spirit and dedication to the School of Law.
Faculty and staff vote by private ballot each
year and the award recipient is kept secret
until the official announcement.
Heck has been with the law school since
2006, when she began working in the admissions office. As coordinator of admissions
and recruitment she is the primary liaison
for prospective students and counsels and
mentors current students. In her free time, she
enjoys fishing, classic car shows and traveling
with her husband.
FA C ULT Y

Cheryl R. Poelling, administrative office
Monique R. Prince, clinical programs
Kathy Smith, Law Library
Judy Tayloe, Office of the Dean
Alan A. Whitman, information technology department

NE W S

 Professor Dennis D. Crouch and his
wife, Shannon, announce the birth of their
son, William Charles Hensley Crouch, on
June 25, 2008. At the time of his birth,
Charly weighed 9 pounds, 12 ounces. He
joins big sister Robin, who recently celebrated her fourth birthday.

law.missouri.edu

 Chasity Prince, the daughter of Monique
R. Prince, signed a national letter of intent
to play basketball for Southwest Baptist
University in Bolivar, Mo., on Nov. 18, 2008.
She will attend the university on a full athletic
scholarship and partial academic scholarship.
Prince is the administrative assistant for the
School of Law’s clinical programs.

Philip J. Harter was invited by the
Legislative Affairs Office (LAO) of the State
Council of the People’s Republic of China
to participate in a series of workshops on
public participation in rulemaking in China.
The workshops were held in Guangzhou,
which is in the south in the midst of the
outsourcing boom in China; Kunming,
which is in the middle of the country and
historically was the eastern end of the silk
route; and Shanghai, an incredibly vibrant,
thriving modern commercial city.
The workshops were attended by senior
officials of LAO and their provincial and
local counterparts. The delegation of
foreign experts consisted of Harter, the
director of the Center for International
Development at the Rockefeller College
of Public Affairs and Policy and a senior
economist from the Regulatory Policy
Division in the Public Governance and
Territorial Development Section of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development. The workshops explored
various techniques that might be used in
China to secure the views of the people in
the development of new regulations and
proposed legislation.
While in Guangzhou, Harter was the
keynote speaker at “The Rule of Law and
Public Participation” conference at the
School of Law of South China University
of Technology. This provided an interesting
opportunity for an informal exchange with
students and faculty about public participation as it is practiced in the United States
and the potential differences in that regard
between the presidential candidates.
Harter wrote a manual, Better Decisions
Through Consultation and Collaboration,
which was published by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
The manual, which was co-authored with
Deborah Dalton of the EPA, was “designed
to help EPA staff and managers who
develop regulations, policies, programs and
cross-media or cross-geographic initiatives
to improve agency practices for engaging
the public.”
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Faculty in the News

FA C U LT Y N O T E

MU School of Law faculty are regularly called upon by news outlets around the state and
the country to provide expert opinion on a variety of topics. Here is a sample...

John Lande attended the International
Mediation Leadership Summit sponsored
by the American Bar Association (ABA)
Section of Dispute Resolution in collaboration with 12 other alternative dispute resolution (ADR) organizations. The meeting’s
goal was to develop relationships between
ADR leaders from around the world. As
a representative of the ABA’s Section of
Dispute Resolution, Lande was one of 80
participants from 29 different countries.
He presented his latest scholarly work and
led small-group discussions.
Lande was a speaker at the ADR section program at the annual Association
of American Law Schools meeting,
“Envisioning Dispute Resolution in
2050 (Or Even 2025) and Preparing Our
Students for It.” He taught an intersession course, “Cooperative Practice:
A New Technique to Negotiate Cases
Successfully,” at Hamline University
Law School. He gave a talk on the same
topic sponsored by the ADR Section of
the Minnesota State Bar Association and
the Minnesota chapters of the American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and the
Association of Family and Conciliation
Courts. He also conducted a teleconference
CLE program on this subject for the New
York Dispute Resolution Association.
Lande published “An Appreciation of
Marc Galanter’s Scholarship,” in 71 Law
and Contemporary Problems 147 (Spring
2008). He received the President’s Award
at the annual meeting of the Association of
Missouri Mediators.

Douglas E. Abrams
“Court Limits Would Hobble Official Accountability” The Kansas City Star
Dr. Rob’s Guide to Raising Fit Kids by Dr. Robert Gotlin
Game On: The All-American Race to Make Champions of Our Children by Tom Farrey
“Mom Lobbies for Tougher Web Harassment Laws” msnbc.com
“Mom Pushes for Internet Harassment Laws” USA Today, abcnews.com
“Mother: Tougher Internet Harassment Laws Needed” Oakland Tribune (California)
“MySpace Suicide: Mother Campaigns for Tougher Online Harassment
Laws” Sydney Morning Herald (Australia)
Re: Facebook, MySpace and blogs in youth and high school sports WFAN (New York City)
Re: internet cyberbullying in public schools and reports of increasing cyberbullying
of high school and youth league athletes WFAN (New York City)
Re: top youth sports stories of the year WDUN News Talk 550 (Georgia)
Under Pressure: Rescuing Our Children from the Culture of Hyper-Parenting by Carl Honoré
“When It Comes to Sports, Perhaps Parents Can Learn from Their Kids” U.S. Fed News
“Young Athletes Offer Life Lessons for All of Us” St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Frank O. Bowman III
“Professor Bowman Says It’s Either Regulation or Criminal
Prosecution, Take Your Pick” Corporate Crime Reporter
“Somebody Has to Cry Foul: Prosecutors Have Stepped Up as Federal
Regulators Were Forced to Step Back” Legal Times
Stephen D. Easton
“Brain Scans of Pain Raise Questions for the Law”

Science Magazine

Carl H. Esbeck
“Caesar’s Sectarians” Christianity Today
“Bush Aides Say Religious Hiring Doesn’t Bar Aid”

The New York Times

Edward H. Hunvald Jr.
was named Best Law Professor in a survey of more than 600 attorneys and judges
conducted by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. Hunvald retired in 2007 and is a professor
emeritus at the School of Law.

Thomas A. Lambert
“The Big, Fat Myth of Government Prevention Programs” The D.C. Examiner

John Lande
“Making Your Case: The Push for Parenting Coordinators in Missouri”
Missouri Lawyers Weekly

S. David Mitchell
“Lose Your House, Lose Your Vote, Lose Your Self-Esteem” Discover Magazine
“Economic Crisis May Take Away U.S. Citizens’ Right to Vote” thaindian.com

Christina E. Wells
“Do Funeral Protests Invade Mourners’ Privacy?”
20
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Calling All Mizzou Alumni!

BLACK LAW STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
• BLSA moot court team • Members’ regional / national convention participation

* dec

ORDER FORM

al $ 8

licen

se pl

Dec
& Hoal
lde

ate h

older

r*

$10

Great way to show your school spirit!

Email your order to umclawblsa@missouri.edu or send check/money order payable to Black Law Students Association to:
Black Law Students Association, MU School of Law, 203 Hulston Hall, Columbia, MO 65211
Name_ ____________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________
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Mary M. Beck, ’88, published “A National
Putative Father Registry, in 36:2 Capital
University Law Review 295 (2007);
“Investigating the Justice System Response
to Domestic Violence in Missouri” 63
Journal of The Missouri Bar 222 (2007);
and contributed to the Adoption Fact Book
IV by the National Council for Adoption
(PMR Printing Company Inc. 229, 2007).
Beck and MU journalism professor
Kent Collins presented “Trans Disciplinary
Assessment of Justice for Abuse Victims”
at the 23rd Annual Midwest Clinical
Law Conference “Building Bridges:
Creating Clinical Opportunities through
Collaboration.”
Beck collaborated with Amy J. LorenzMoser, ’00, in representing two abused
women convicted of killing their abusive
husbands before the Missouri Board of
Probation and Parole.

Women’s Law Association
held its Annual Auction
at Columbia Country Club
on Friday, April 3, 2009
proceeds support

✿ The S helter ✿ R ainbow House
✿ MU C hildren’s Hospital’s H appiness F or H ealth
✿ First C hance F or C hildren ✿ S chool of L aw Family Violence C linic
Donations to support WLA’s charitable
activities may be mailed to:
Women’s Law Association
MU School of Law
9 Hulston Hall
Columbia, MO 65211

Donations are
tax-deductible
as allowed by law

Larry Dessem served as chief judge for the
Inaugural Pretrial Litigation Competition at
Stetson University in Florida in October. In
November, he spoke at the American Bar
Association Site Evaluation Workshop in
Chicago. The following month, he presented “Why People Don’t Like Lawyers”
to the MU Retirees’ Association.
Dessem also served on the search committee for the vice president for academic
and student affairs for the University of
Missouri System.

For additional information, please contact
Julie Hofmeister at  jmhxbb@mizzou.edu
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CITATION OF MERIT

CITATION OF MERIT

Roger C. Geary, ’83, and Scott O. Wright,
’50, share a lighthearted moment after Wright
introduced Geary at the Law Day Awards
Ceremony. Geary, who has practiced with
Shook, Hardy & Bacon in Kansas City, Mo.,
since 1985, was presented with the Citation
of Merit.

Janet M. Thompson, ’84, LLM ’02, received
the Citation of Merit following her introduction
by R. Steven Gaw, ’81. Thompson has been
involved in the defense of the capitally accused
with the public defender system since 1989.

SHOOK, HARDY & BACON LLP
Excellence in Research AWARD

LOYD e. ROBERTS memorial prize
in the administration of justice

Philip G. Peters Jr., Ruth L. Hulston Professor
of Law, received the Shook, Hardy & Bacon,
LLP Excellence in Research Award, which is
presented annually at Law Day to the faculty
member who demonstrates excellence in
research based on a published article from
the preceding year. Peters was selected for
this award in recognition of his article, “Health
Courts?,” published in the Boston University
Law Review in February 2008.

Dean Dessem presented the Loyd E. Roberts
Memorial Prize in the Administration of
Justice to Robert G. Bailey, ’79, director of
the Center for the Study of Dispute Resolution
and assistant dean. This prize honors the
MU law professor or student who has made
the most significant contribution to improving
the administration of justice, either within
Missouri, nationally or internationally, during
the preceding year.
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DISTINGUISHED RECENT
GRADUATE AWARD

Distinguished NonAlumnus award

Michael A. Williams, ’98, accepted the
Distinguished Recent Graduate Award from
Dean Dessem. Williams practices primarily in
the area of labor and employment with Lathrop
& Gage in Kansas City, Mo. He was introduced
by Michael A. Middleton, ’71.

Dean Dessem presented Judge Wayne D.
Brazil with the Distinguished Non-Alumnus
Award following his introduction by Professor
Edward H. Hunvald Jr. Brazil has been a
magistrate judge in the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of California since 1984.

ORDER OF THE COIF

ORDER OF BARRISTERS

The 2008 honorary initiate into the Order of
the Coif was Rachel L. Bringer, ’95, who was
elected in 2002 to represent parts of Marion
and Ralls counties in the Missouri House of
Representatives. She was introduced by
Mary Rhodes Russell, ’83.

James C. Morrow, ’83, was the 2008 honorary
initiate into the Order of Barristers. Morrow,
who was introduced by Jeffrey J. Comotto, ’83,
is the managing member of the litigation firm
of Morrow, Willnauer & Klosterman in Kansas
City, Mo.

law.missouri.edu

HUSCH BLACKWELL SANDERS
Distinguished faculty
achievement award

Dean Dessem presented Christina E. Wells,
Enoch N. Crowder Professor of Law, with
the Husch Blackwell Sanders Distinguished
Faculty Achievement Award, created to
recognize a faculty member who established
a record of distinguished achievement in
teaching.

Judge L.F. Cottey
Advocacy Award

Carrie B. Williamson, a second-year law
student from Waynesville, Mo., received
the Judge L.F. Cottey Advocacy Award from
Dean Dessem. She holds degrees from MU,
Stephens College and Webster University.
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Alumni Triumph
at the Polls
Last fall, 13 School of Law alumni won elections
for the U.S. Congress, Missouri General
Assembly and Missouri statewide offices.
e Rachel L. Bringer, ’95
Missouri House of Representatives, District 6
e J. Russell Carnahan, ’84
U.S. House of Representatives, District 3

e Stanley B. Cox, ’76
Missouri House of Representatives, District 118

Alumni Honored by
The Missouri Bar
Outstanding School of Law alumni and faculty
members were recognized at The Missouri Bar
Annual Meeting in September 2008.
David J. Dixon Award
Recognizes outstanding achievement in appellate
practice by young lawyers of The Missouri Bar.
Shannon A. Vahle, ’00
Jayne T. Woods, ’05

e Jason G. Crowell, ’98
Missouri House of Representatives, District 27

Legislative Award
Presented to the legislators who have played a key role
in supporting legislation of interest to the state bar,
or who have taken the lead in sponsoring bar-drafted
legislation within the Missouri General Assembly.

e Jason C. Grill, ’04
Missouri House of Representatives, District 32

Jason G. Crowell, ’98
Bryan T. Pratt, ’99
Brian D. Yates, ’01

e Christopher A. Koster, ’91
Attorney General of Missouri

President’s Award
Presented to one or more members of the state bar
who have contributed significantly during the past
year in terms of participation in the work of the
bar, value to the organization and leadership.

e Jack A.L. Goodman, ’98
Missouri State Senate, District 29

e Christopher S. Kelly, ’89
Missouri House of Representatives, District 24

e Bryan T. Pratt, ’99
Missouri House of Representatives, District 55
e Isaac N. “Ike” Skelton Jr., ’56
U.S. House of Representatives, District 4

e Terry L. Witte, ’80
Missouri House of Representatives, District 10

e Brian D. Yates, ’01
Missouri House of Representatives, District 56

C. Ronald Baird, ’74
Gary W. Lynch, ’77
Purcell Professionalism Award
Awarded by the Missouri Bar Foundation to acknowledge
outstanding professionalism by a lawyer who has consistently
demonstrated an exceptional degree of competency, integrity
and civility in both professional and civic activities.
Loramel P. Shurtleff, ’79
Spurgeon Smithson Award
Acknowledges significant contributions
to the administration of justice.

In
the November
election, Jeremiah W.
“Jay” Nixon, ’81, was the voters’
choice for governor of Missouri. Nixon
joins two other governors who are MU
alumni – Gov. Theodore R. Kulongoski,
’70, of Oregon, who received his bachelor’s
degree from MU in 1967, and Timothy M.
Kaine of Virginia, who received his bachelor’s
degree from MU in 1979. Previously, Nixon
served as the attorney general for Missouri
since 1992, a position now held by
Christopher A. Koster, ’91.
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Associate Dean and Professor James R. Devine
Gene Hamilton, ’67
Tom Cochran Community Service Award
Presented annually by the Young Lawyers Section of
The Missouri Bar to an individual whose
service and professionalism has significantly
bettered the surrounding community.
Kimberly K. Gibbens, ’96
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1950s
Scott O. Wright, ’50, received the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation’s 2008 Liberty and Justice Legacy Award, which is given to recognize dedication to
the principles of liberty and justice through exemplary
professional, community and civic service. Wright is
a senior U.S. district judge for the western district of
Missouri.

Please Bear
with Us...
About Alumni Notes (from the editor)
Due to increasing budgetary concerns,
the size of Transcript is being reduced.
We know that alumni read Alumni Notes
more than any other section of the magazine and frequently turn here first to see
what classmates are doing. As such, we
want to include as much information in
this section as possible.
We also know that our many, many
accomplished alumni are frequently
listed in publications such as The Best
Lawyers in America and Missouri and
Kansas Super Lawyers. While we would
like to recognize each of these alumni
individually, we simply do not have
space any longer in light of the volume of
alumni listed in such publications. Therefore we are suspending the inclusion of
these listings in Alumni Notes, starting
with the Fall 2009 issue of Transcript.
We encourage you to continue submissions of your professional and personal
achievements to us for the magazine.

Stephen N. Limbaugh Sr., ’51,
serves on the board of directors of
the St. Louis Bar Foundation. He is
senior counsel at Armstrong
Teasdale in St. Louis. Limbaugh
was formerly a U.S. District Court
Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri.
Isaac N. “Ike” Skelton Jr., ’56, was presented with the
Geyer Award for Public Service by the Mizzou Alumni
Association. The award was named for Rep. Henry
Geyer, author of the Geyer Act of 1839, which established MU. It recognizes the work of public officials and
citizens who have made a positive impact on higher
education and MU. Skelton has represented the 4th
Congressional District of Missouri in the U.S. House of
Representatives since 1977.
Sam F. Hamra, ’59, and his wife, June, were presented
with the Silver Cup Award from Wendy’s International.
The Hamras own Wendy’s of Missouri Inc. This is the
second year their restaurant in Rolla, Mo., has been
recognized as one of the top 14 Wendy’s restaurants in
the world.

Ronald A. Brown, ’67, was named Missouri’s Best Managing Partner in a survey of more than 600 attorneys
and judges conducted by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. He
practices with Brown & Crouppen in St. Louis.
Clifford S. Brown, ’68, was listed in
Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers
for 2008 and in The Best Lawyers in
America 2008. Brown is a
shareholder at Carnahan, Evans,
Cantwell & Brown in Springfield,
Mo. He concentrates his practice in the areas of estate
planning, probate, trust litigation and tax related
matters.
Harvey L. Kaplan, ’68, was named the World’s Leading
Product Liability Lawyer for 2009 in Legal Media Group’s
Expert Guides: Guide to the World’s Leading Product
Liability Lawyers. Kaplan is a partner at Shook, Hardy &
Bacon in Kansas City, Mo.
Thomas J. O’Neal, ’68, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008 and in The Best Lawyers in
America 2009. He practices with Polsinelli Shughart in
Springfield, Mo.
Paul E. Kovacs, ’69, negotiated a
$100 million settlement against
defendant Goldman Sachs in a case
involving the liquidators of General
American Life Insurance. Kovacs
practices with Armstrong Teasdale

1960s
Maurice B. Graham, ’62, is listed in
the Bet-The-Company Litigation
category of The Best Lawyers in
America 2009 and as St. Louis
Bet-The-Company Litigator of the
Year by this publication. Graham is
also listed in the commercial litigation, medical
malpractice law and personal injury litigation
categories. He was recently voted number three in the
Missouri’s Best Litigator category in a survey of more
than 600 attorneys and judges conducted by Missouri
Lawyers Weekly. Graham was also listed in Missouri and
Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008 and was named among
the top 50 attorneys in St. Louis. Graham practices with
Gray, Ritter & Graham in St. Louis.
Ray Klinginsmith, ’65, is president
of Rotary International for 2010 to
2011. As president, he oversees an
organization of 1.25 million
members in 32,000 clubs located in
200 countries. He is a member of
the Rotary Club of Kirksville, Mo., where he operates a
law office.
Stephen F. Hanlon, ’66, wrote an article with Margaret Winter about their eight years of work at Parchman Farm Prison in Mississippi for the fall 2008 issue
of Litigation (vol. 35, no. 1). As a result of the litiga-
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tion advocating reform at the state penitentiary, Hanlon’s team has initiated further reform efforts with the
Mississippi commissioner of prisons. The team believes
that success in prison reform will be instrumental in
influencing a national commission on reform in criminal justice and prison systems.

in St. Louis.
Kenneth H. Suelthaus, ’69, was listed in Missouri and
Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008 and in The Best Lawyers
in America 2009. He practices with Polsinelli Shughart
in St. Louis.

1970s

Members of the Class of ’75: Michael E. Godar, W. Dudley
McCarter, M. Day Miller and John W. Maupin reunited to watch
the MU vs. University of Illinois football game this fall in St.
Louis. The Tigers beat the Illini 52-42.

Jack L. Campbell, ’70, was listed in Missouri and
Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He practices with Polsinelli Shughart in Kansas City, Mo.
John W. Cowden, ’70, received a Congenial Counselor
Award from the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar AssociaTranscript
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tion (KCMBA) at the organization’s annual meeting in
December 2008. The award is presented annually to
one or more members of the KCMBA whom their peers
believe to exemplify professional gallantry, peacemaking, harmony and friendship. Since 1989, Cowden has
been a member of Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, where
he serves as a member of the firm’s executive committee and maintains an active litigation docket.
Douglas S. Evans, ’70, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He is a partner of Evans &
Green in Springfield, Mo.
John C. Holstein, ’70, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008 and in The Best Lawyers in
America 2009. He practices with Polsinelli Shughart in
Springfield, Mo.
Dennis D. Palmer, ’70, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He practices with Polsinelli
Shughart in Kansas City, Mo.
Robert L. Roper Jr., ’70, retired as CEO of Central Trust
& Investment in Columbia.
John S. Sandberg, ’72, was listed in
the personal injury litigation and
product liability categories of the
The Best Lawyers in America 2009.

Paul W. King, ’73, was listed in
Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers
for 2008 in the field of labor and
employment law. King practices in
Springfield, Mo., representing only
management clients in the labor
and employment law field.
Mal V. Mayse, ’73, was elected 2008-2009 president of
the Boone County (Mo.) Bar Association.
John M. Carnahan III, ’74, was listed in Missouri and
Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. Carnahan is a shareholder at Carnahan, Evans, Cantwell & Brown in
Springfield, Mo. He concentrates his practice in the
areas of tax planning, corporate transactions, estate
planning and business succession planning for familyowned businesses. He continues to serve on the University of Missouri board of curators, representing the 7th
Congressional District.
John A. Michener, ’74, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008 in the field of labor and
employment law. Michener is a partner at Evans &
Dixon in St. Louis. He has more than 30 years of civil
trial experience.
W. Dudley McCarter, ’75, received The Foundation
Award from the Fellows of the St. Louis Bar Foundation
for his outstanding contributions to the St. Louis community and legal profession. McCarter was listed in
The Best Lawyers in America 2009. He is a partner of
Behr, McCarter & Potter in Clayton, Mo., and concentrates his practice in litigation, primarily in the areas
of construction law, business, commercial and employment matters.
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David H. Miller, ’75, was appointed to the Office
of Circuit Judge of the Eighth Judicial Circuit of Missouri by Gov. Matt Blunt. He previously served as a district public defender in the Office of the State Public
Defender since 1989.
Gary R. Long, ’76, was recognized in Legal Media
Group’s Expert Guides: Guide to the World’s Leading
Product Liability Lawyers for 2009. Long practices with
Shook, Hardy & Bacon in Kansas City, Mo.

William E. Evans, ’77, was elected
to the International Brotherhood of
Magicians’ board of trustees and
will serve on its executive
committee. He is also the chairman
of the International Brotherhood of
Magicians’ Grievance Committee, as well as being a
member of its Audit Committee. The International
Brotherhood of Magicians is the world’s largest
organization for magicians and is considered to be the
world’s most respected organization for both amateur
and professional magicians. Evans is a shareholder in
the Transactional Practice Group of Carnahan, Evans,
Cantwell & Brown. He concentrates his practice in the
areas of taxation, corporations, real estate, business
and employer/employee law.
B. Michael Korte, ’78, was named a
fellow of the College of Workers’
Compensation Attorneys, an
organization established to honor
attorneys who have distinguished
themselves in their practice of
workers’ compensation law. Fellows exhibit a lifelong
dedication to the maintenance of the highest standards
of professional conduct. Korte practices with The Korte
Law Firm in St. Louis. For the past 30 years, his
practice has focused on Missouri workers’ compensation claims and other claims involving the Federal
Employee Compensation Act, Division of Longshore and
Harbor Workers’ Compensation, National Assistance of
Foreign Attorneys, the Defense Base Act, Social Security
and personal injury.
Jeffrey A. Brimer, ’79, is special counsel for Faegre
& Benson’s franchise and distribution practice in the
firm’s Denver office. He concentrates his practice in the
areas of domestic and international franchising and
distribution. He was formerly the vice president, secretary and general counsel of Medicine Shoppe International Inc./Cardinal Health Inc. and general counsel of
HBE Corporation/Adam’s Mark Hotels.
John E. Price, ’79, was listed in
Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers
for 2008. He is a shareholder at
Carnahan, Evans, Cantwell & Brown
in Springfield, Mo. He concentrates
his practice in the areas of civil and
business litigation, environmental law, corporate and
real estate law and appellate practice.
Patrick B. Starke, ’79, was elected to serve as a representative to The Missouri Bar board of governors.

He practices with the Starke Law Offices in Blue
Springs, Mo.
H.A. “Skip” Walther, ’79, is the president-elect of
The Missouri Bar. He has been a member of the bar’s
board of governors since 1999. Walther is a partner of
Walther, Antel, Stamper & Fischer in Columbia.

1980s
Daniel J. Godar, ’80, was chosen as
a member of BTI Consulting Group’s
“The BTI Client Service All-Star
Team,” which recognizes lawyers
who deliver outstanding legal skills
enveloped in a rare combination of
practical business knowledge, extraordinary attention
to client needs and noteworthy responsiveness, and who
instill a confidence and trust reserved only for the most
valued and strategic business partners. Godar is a
partner in the corporate services group of Armstrong
Teasdale in St. Louis.
Christine L. Schlomann, ’80, is a
partner at Armstrong Teasdale in St.
Louis. She concentrates her practice
in the area of commercial law with
an emphasis on banking and
bankruptcy law, real estate and
public finance and governmental affairs.
Jane A. Smith, ’80, LLM ’02, opened the firm of Smith
and Jensen in Washington, D.C., with Julie Pape Jensen, ’81.
Paul N. Venker, ’80, was listed in
Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers
for 2008. Venker was noted for his
work in medical malpractice
defense, and has been included in
the publication since 2006. He was
also selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best
Lawyers in America 2009 for his work in the fields of
labor and employment law, medical malpractice law
and personal injury litigation. He practices with
Williams Venker & Sanders in St. Louis.
Suzanne M. Flanegin, ’81, is senior director of development in the Office of Gift Planning and Endowments at
MU. Previously, she served in the development offices
of the MU College of Arts and Sciences and the School
of Law.
Julie Pape Jensen, ’81, opened the firm of Smith and
Jensen in Washington, D.C., with Jane A. Smith, ’80,
LLM ’02.
Mary E. Nelson, ’81, is director of boards and commissions for Missouri, overseeing the screening of applicants and nominations for Gov. Jeremiah W. “Jay”
Nixon, ’81. Previously she was an officer in the firm of
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale in St. Louis.
Jeremiah W. “Jay” Nixon, ’81, was named Missouri’s
Best Lawyer Turned Politician in a survey of more than
600 attorneys and judges conducted by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. In November, he was elected governor of
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Missouri. Previously, he served as attorney general of
Missouri for 16 years.
Tamra L. Wilson Setser, ’81, is vice
president of human resource
compliance and mediation services
at FBD Consulting in Overland Park,
Kan. Previously she served as
assistant dean for career
development at the School of Law.
Joyce M. Capshaw, ’82, was named Missouri’s BestDressed Female Lawyer and Missouri’s Best Lawyer
to Call if You Want a Divorce in a survey of more than
600 attorneys and judges conducted by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. She practices with Carmody MacDonald in
St. Louis.
Cathy J. Dean, ’82, was listed in Missouri and Kansas
Super Lawyers for 2008. She practices with Polsinelli
Shughart in Kansas City, Mo.
Don M. Downing, ’82, was listed in
the antitrust law and commercial
litigation categories of The Best
Lawyers in America 2009. He
practices with Gray, Ritter &
Graham in St. Louis.
Brent D. Green, ’82, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He is a partner of Evans &
Green in Springfield, Mo.
David W. Ransin, ’82, was named Missouri’s Best Solo
Practitioner in a survey of more than 600 attorneys and
judges conducted by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. He practices with The Law Office of David W. Ransin in Springfield, Mo.
Kevin R. Sweeney, ’82, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He practices with Polsinelli
Shughart in Kansas City, Mo.
John Warshawsky,
’82, is counsel for the
Federal Deposit
Insurance
Corporation (FDIC).
He handles litigation
matters in which the
Warshawsky, his wife Susan, and
FDIC has become the
their son, Eric, reside in Bethesda,
Md., and welcome the opportunity
receiver or
to see all law school friends visiting conservator for failed
the Washington, D.C., area.
banks. Previously he
served as trial counsel for the U.S. Justice Department’s
Civil Division for 18 years, during which time he was
awarded the John Marshall Award for Excellence in
Litigation, the attorney general’s highest honor.
Matthew R. Hale, ’83, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He practices with Polsinelli
Shughart in Kansas City, Mo.
Nancy E. Kenner, ’83, received a President’s Award from
the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association (KCMBA)
at the organization’s annual meeting in December
2008. The award recognizes individuals or entities who
have contributed to the success of the association durlaw.missouri.edu

ing the bar year. Kenner serves on the KCMBA board of
directors and as chair of the KCMBA Strategic Vision
Committee. She handles plaintiff’s personal injury and
medical malpractice matters with The Kenner Law Firm
in Kansas City, Mo.
Kay A. Van Pelt, ’83, was listed in Missouri and Kansas
Super Lawyers for 2008. She practices with Van Pelt &
Van Pelt in Springfield, Mo.
F. Richard “Rick” Van Pelt, ’83, was listed in the family law category of The Best Lawyers in America 2009
and in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He
practices with Van Pelt & Van Pelt in Springfield, Mo.
Lynn Dillard Malley, ’84, LLM ’03, works with military,
community and mental health groups throughout Oklahoma to find ways for conflict resolution professionals to serve returning veterans, their families and their
employers.
Daniel R.E. Jordan, ’85, LLM ’01, is a regulatory law
judge with the Missouri Public Service Commission. He
mediates disputes, conducts hearings and makes recommendations to the five public service commissioners
on a variety of subject matters related to utilities regulation. Previously he served as legal counsel to the Missouri Administrative Hearing Commission.
Robert J. Selsor, ’85, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He practices with Polsinelli
Shughart in St. Louis.
Stephen J. Stark, ’86, LLM ’00, is a member of the
boards of directors of the Association of Missouri Mediators and the Missouri Chapter of the National Academy
of Elder Law Attorneys.
Robert T. Adams, ’87, was recognized in Legal Media
Group’s Expert Guides: Guide to the World’s Leading
Product Liability Lawyers for 2009. Adams practices
with Shook, Hardy & Bacon in Kansas City, Mo.
Kenneth M. Hayden, ’87, was appointed to the Office
of Circuit Judge of the 26th Judicial Circuit of Missouri
by Gov. Matt Blunt. Previously he was a partner with
McDorman & Hayden in Versailles, Mo.
Brett D. Anders, ’88, was listed in Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers for 2008. He practices with Polsinelli
Shughart in Kansas City, Mo.
Daniel V. Conlisk, ’89, is counsel with Schlichter, Bogard & Denton in St. Louis.
Sue M. Crane, ’89, was profiled in the Columbia Daily
Tribune in September 2008, in a three-part series about
sharing her love of horses with children. Crane, with
Granny’s House, a Christian youth ministry in Columbia, started a program to teach horsemanship to innercity youth. She took four young women, whom she had
taught, to Texas to participate in a contest training wild
mustangs, competing for scholarship money in conjunction with The Mustang Heritage Foundation.
Anna K. Lingo, ’89, practices with Markel & Lingo in
Columbia.

1990s
John W. Rourke, ’90, announces the opening of his new
law firm, Niemann Rourke, in St. Louis. He concentrates
his practice in the areas of business and commercial
law, fidelity and surety law, construction and real estate
law and civil litigation.
Mavis T. Thompson, ’90, is
president-elect of the National Bar
Association. She is the 67th
president of the National Bar
Association and the 10th woman to
hold the office. The National Bar
Association is the oldest and largest national
association of predominately black lawyers, judges,
legal scholars and law students in the world.
Michael A. Wolff, ’90, is counsel with Schlichter, Bogard & Denton in St. Louis.
Christopher A. Koster, ’91, was named a finalist for
Lawyer of the Year by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. He is the
attorney general of Missouri. Previously he served as a
Missouri state Senator.
Robin M. Ransom Vannoy, ’91, was appointed to the
Office of Circuit Judge of the 22nd Judicial Circuit
of Missouri by Gov. Matt Blunt. Vannoy was the family court commissioner in the juvenile division of the
22nd Judicial Circuit. She is a member of the Supreme
Court’s Family Law Committee and its subcommittee,
the Foster Court Improvement Project.
David A. Cole, ’93, is chairman of the Missouri Republican Party. His responsibilities include focusing on the
2010 elections.
David A. Dick, ’93, was recognized as one of 2008’s
“Up and Coming Lawyers” by Missouri Lawyers Weekly.
This recognition is given to lawyers under 39 based on
career achievements and dedication to improving the
community. Dick is a partner at Thompson Coburn in
St. Louis. He concentrates his practice in the areas of
construction litigation, railroad litigation, business litigation the Federal Employee Liability Act (FELA) and
arbitration.
Jeffrey D. Figge, ’93, is a partner of Spencer Fane Britt
& Browne in St. Louis. He practices in the firm’s estate
planning and business transaction groups.
Kevin L. Fritz, ’93, was named an
officer of the USLAW Network Inc.’s
Transportation Practice Group.
USLAW is a national organization
composed of more than 60
independent firms in 45 states with
more than 3,500 attorneys. Fritz is a partner with Lashly
& Baer in St. Louis. He concentrates his practice in the
areas of in civil litigation with an emphasis on
insurance defense, commercial litigation, product
liability, vehicular negligence matters and personal
injury work.
Charles W. Hatfield, ’93, was named Lawyer of the Year
by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. He practices with Stinson
Morrison Hecker in Jefferson City, Mo.
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John R. Watson Jr., ’93, is chief of staff to Gov. Jeremiah W. “Jay” Nixon, ’81, overseeing the operations
and personnel of the Missouri governor’s office. Previously he served as chief of staff to the Missouri attorney general.
Todd H. Bartels, ’96, was recognized as one of 2008’s
“Up and Coming Lawyers” by Missouri Lawyers Weekly.
This recognition is given to lawyers under 39 based
on career achievements and dedication to improving
the community. Bartels is a shareholder at Polsinelli
Shughart in St. Joseph, Mo. He concentrates his practice in the areas of business litigation, class actions,
antitrust, employee benefit and Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) disputes, bankruptcy
adversary proceedings, non-compete and trade-secret
litigation, and personal injury, product liability and
wrongful death cases.
Corey K. Herron, ’96, was appointed to the Office of
Associate Circuit Judge of the Fourth Judicial Circuit
of Missouri by Gov. Matt Blunt. Previously he practiced
with Andereck, Evans, Milne, Widger and Johnson in
Trenton, Mo.
Michael B. Hunter, ’96, was listed
in Missouri and Kansas Super
Lawyers for 2008 in the “Rising
Stars” category. He was recognized
by his peers for his work in personal
injury and product liability defense.
Hunter was invited to join the Missouri/Southern Illinois
Chapter of the American Board of Trail Advocates
(ABOTA), a national organization dedicated to
preserving the civil jury trial. Selection to ABOTA is
limited to experienced trial attorneys who have
displayed skill, civility and integrity in their practices.
Hunter is a partner with Williams Venker & Sanders in
St. Louis.
Mark L. Stoneman, ’96, was
recognized as one of 2008’s “Up
and Coming Lawyers” by Missouri
Lawyers Weekly. This recognition is
given to lawyers under 39 based on
career achievements and dedication
to improving the community. Stoneman is a partner at
Armstrong Teasdale in St. Louis. He concentrates his
practice in the areas of general corporate law and
mergers and acquisitions.
Erin A. Webber, ’96, is the office
managing shareholder for Littler
Mendelson in Denver. She
represents management in various
employment matters, with an
emphasis on employment
discrimination on the basis of sex, age, race and
disability, retaliation and workplace harassment. She
also assists employers with employee and managerial
training, onsite investigations and other preventative
measures; defends companies in wage and hour class
actions; and provides employment counseling to clients
on a daily basis. Webber serves as the president of the
Colorado Chapter of the Federal Bar Association.
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Rodney J. Boyd, ’97, was appointed by Gov. Matt Blunt
to the Regional Convention and Sports Complex Authority. He is a partner at Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal
in St. Louis.
Morry S. Cole, ’97, was listed in the
personal injury litigation category of
The Best Lawyers in America 2009
and in Missouri and Kansas Super
Lawyers for 2008, by which he was
named in the top 50 attorneys in St.
Louis. He practices with Gray, Ritter & Graham in St.
Louis.
Charles J. “C.J.” Dykhouse Jr., ’97, is the Boone County,
Mo., counselor. He represents and advises the county
commission, all county departments, department heads
and elected officials. Before his appointment, Dykhouse
was the interim Boone County counselor and also had
a private law practice. He was formerly on the board
of the Boone County Family Resources and he currently
serves as a board member of the Voluntary Action Center and The Missouri Bar Association.
Nicole L. “Nikki” Loethen, ’97, is deputy counsel to
Gov. Jeremiah W. “Jay” Nixon, ’81. Previously she
served as associate solicitor in the Missouri Attorney
General’s Office.
Daniel P. Devers, ’98, was appointed to the Missouri
Technology Corporation by Gov. Matt Blunt for a term
that will end on Oct. 1, 2011. Devers is a partner at
Shook, Hardy & Bacon in Kansas City, Mo. He concentrates his practice in the area of counseling clients in
intellectual property law, including patent portfolio creation and analysis, patent and trademark preparation
and prosecution, technology agreements and litigation
management.
Jonathan D. Marks, ’98, was recognized as one of
2008’s “Up and Coming Lawyers” by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. This recognition is given to lawyers under
39 based on career achievements and dedication to
improving the community. Marks practices at The Marks
Law Firm in St. Louis. He concentrates his practice in
the areas of litigation, including family law and constitutional law.
Matthew S. McBride, ’98, is a
partner with Lashly & Baer in St.
Louis. He has been with the firm
since 2005 and engages primarily
in litigation throughout the state
and federal courts of Missouri and
Illinois with an emphasis on commercial litigation and
corporate law issues.
Cavanaugh K. Noce, ’98, is an assistant city counselor
for the City of Columbia.
Michael A. Williams, ’98, received a President’s
Award from the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association (KCMBA) at the organization’s annual meeting
in December 2008. The award recognizes individuals
or entities who have contributed to the success of the
association during the bar year. He serves as the chair
of the KCMBA Heartland Diversity Legal Job Fair Committee. Williams is a partner at Lathrop & Gage in Kan-

sas City, Mo., where he represents employers in arbitrations and in litigation of discrimination and retaliation
claims before local, state and federal agencies.
Amy M. Crouch, ’99, is a partner with Shook, Hardy &
Bacon in Kansas City, Mo. She concentrates her practice in product liability litigation.
Stephen S. Davis, ’99, was recognized in the St. Louis
Business Journal as one of the top “40 under 40.” He
practices with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in St. Louis.
Amy D. Markel, ’99, practices with Markel & Lingo in
Columbia.
Dean C. Nichols, ’99, is a partner with Rabbitt, Pitzer &
Snodgrass in St. Louis.

2000s
Jesse J. Camacho, ’00, is a partner with Shook, Hardy &
Bacon in Kansas City, Mo. He concentrates his practice
in intellectual property.
Courtney E. Goddard, ’00, was
recognized as one of 2008’s “Up
and Coming Lawyers” by Missouri
Lawyers Weekly. This recognition is
given to lawyers under 39 based on
career achievements and dedication
to improving the community. Goddard is assistant
general counsel at Park University in Parkville, Mo.
Sarah E. Giboney, ’00, is a partner and member of
Smith Lewis in Columbia.
Julia Sommer Grus, ’00, her husband, Terrence Grus,
and their daughter Emma, announce the birth of William Henry on Sept. 24, 2008. Grus practices with Oliver
Walker Wilson in Columbia.
Phebe A. LaMar, ’00, is a partner and member of Smith
Lewis in Columbia.
Fredrick J. Ludwig, ’00, is a partner
with Husch Blackwell Sanders in St.
Louis. He joined the firm as an
associate in 2006 and works in the
firm’s construction and design,
business litigation, and products
liability and toxic tort groups.
Mayme Young Miller, ’00, is director of constituent service for the Missouri governor’s office, serving as liaison between constituents, constituent groups and the
governor. Previously she was an assistant attorney general in the financial services and consumer protection
divisions.
Jason K. Rew, ’00, was recognized as one of 2008’s
“Up and Coming Lawyers” by Missouri Lawyers Weekly.
This recognition is given to lawyers under 39 based on
career achievements and dedication to improving the
community. Rew practices at Cochran, Oswald & Roam
in Blue Springs, Mo. He concentrates his practice in the
areas of general civil litigation and criminal defense.
Deron L. Sugg, ’00, received the John R. Essner Young
Lawyer of the Year Award in honor of his volunteer work
from Legal Services of Eastern Missouri. Sugg is an
law.missouri.edu
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associate at Breeze, Roberts, Ponder-Bates & Zimmer in
Festus, Mo. He concentrates his practice in the areas of
general civil litigation, real estate, municipal, juvenile,
estate planning and criminal law.
Benjamin L. Volk Jr., ’00, is a partner with Thompson Coburn in St. Louis. He is a member of the firm’s
intellectual property group. He concentrates his practice on the preparation and prosecution of patent applications in the electrical, electro-mechanical and computer software arts, with a concentration
in sophisticated digital electronics. Volk also provides counseling to clients on issues such as patent infringement and patent invalidity, particularly in connection with products in development.
Brett A. Williams, ’00, is a principal of Brown & James
in St. Louis.
Jane C. Drummond, ’01, was appointed to the Aging
Out Task Force by Gov. Matt Blunt. The task force evaluates and seeks to improve the resources available to
young Missourians who are leaving foster care when
they reach age 18. Drummond is the director of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services.
Michael S. Hargens, ’01, is a
partner with Husch Blackwell
Sanders in Kansas City, Mo. He
joined the firm as an associate in
2003 in the general business
litigation group. His practice has
included the successful representation of clients in
antitrust litigation, complex commercial litigation and
general business litigation. Previously, he served as a
law clerk for Edwin H. Smith, ’77, of the Missouri Court
of Appeals, Western District.
Amanda Pennington Ketchum, ’01, is an associate at
Dysart Taylor in Kansas City, Mo. She focuses her practice on personal injury and employment matters.
Ryan R. Cox, ’02, was named a 2008 Super Lawyers Rising Star by Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers
magazine.
Ryan T. Fry, ’02, is a partner with Cochran, Oswald &
Roam in Blue Springs, Mo.
Cathi Kraetzer Ponciroli, ’02, is a
partner with Husch Blackwell
Sanders in St. Louis. She joined the
firm as an associate in 2002 and
represents clients in connection
with leases, purchases and sales of
local and national real estate assets, local government
issues and construction matters.
Blakely J. Pryor, ’02, was presented with the Mizzou GOLD Award by the Mizzou Alumni Association. The
award recognizes graduates of the last decade who
have provided outstanding volunteer service to MU
through the alumni association or its affiliates.
Ronald S. Ribaudo, ’02, formed The Ribaudo Law Firm
in Lake St. Louis, Mo. Previously, Ribaudo clerked for
Judge Harold L. Lowenstein, ’65, worked as an associate in Clayton, Mo., and served as an assistant attorney
general in Jefferson City, Mo.
law.missouri.edu

Jason C. Grill, ’04, was recognized
as one of 2008’s “Up and Coming
Lawyers” by Missouri Lawyers
Weekly. This recognition is given to
lawyers under 39 based on career
achievements and dedication to
improving the community. Grill has represented the
32nd House District in the Missouri House of
Representatives since 2006 and practices with King
Hershey. He also continues to serve as an adjunct
professor of graduate and undergraduate courses at
Park University in Parkville, Mo.
George W. “Jake” Reinbold IV, ’04, was recognized
as one of 2008’s “Up and Coming Lawyers” by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. This recognition is given to lawyers under 39 based on career achievements and dedication to improving the community. Reinbold practices
at Turner, Reid, Duncan, Loomer & Patton in Springfield, Mo.
Alexa I. Pearson, ’04, is legislative counsel at The Missouri Bar in Jefferson City, Mo.
Nevada M. Smith, ’04, started his
own law practice, the Law Offices of
Nevada Smith, in St. Charles, Mo.
He concentrates his practice in the
areas of family, criminal, traffic and
civil law.
Patrick A. Bousquet, ’05, is a senior associate at
Brown & James in St. Louis.
Nicholas G. Frey, ’05, returned to Stinson Morrison
Hecker in Jefferson City. He was an attorney with the
firm prior to serving as deputy general counsel to Gov.
Matt Blunt. He focuses his practice on assisting clients with all aspects of Missouri state government
regulation.
Ashley N. Hoover, ’05, is assistant general counsel for
CoxHealth in Springfield, Mo.
James R. Howard, ’05, is a senior associate at Brown &
James in St. Louis.
Bryan S. Chapman, ’06, joined the Commercial Practices/Litigation Group at San Francisco-based Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold. He practices in the firm’s
Chicago office.
Alison L. Esbeck, ’06, is an associate with Haar &
Woods in St. Louis. She concentrates her practice in
the areas of business litigation and professional liability litigation.
Jacki J. Langum, ’06, is chair of The Missouri Bar Leadership Academy, which promotes diversity in the bar’s
leadership positions by recruiting young or recent
admittees who are community leaders. Langum is a
staff attorney in Legal Services of Eastern Missouri’s
Housing Unit.
Brandon A. Lawson, ’06, is an associate in the workers’
compensation practice group of Evans & Dixon in Kansas City, Mo.

Jason D. Sapp, ’06, is an associate at Gray Ritter &
Graham in St. Louis. He concentrates his practice in
commercial litigation.
Jessemine C.S. Dobson, ’07, practices with Tofle &
Oxenhandler in Columbia.
Thomas R.B. Ellis, ’07, opened the Law Office of
Thomas Ellis in Columbia. He has a general practice
with an emphasis on family and juvenile law, probate
and workers’ compensation. Previously he was legal
counsel at the Missouri Department of Social Services.
Jaime R. Hoog, ’07, and Lucas T. Kunce, ’07, were married on May 25, 2008, in Jefferson City, Mo.
Sarah C. Icet, ’07, is an associate in the real estate
department of Husch Blackwell Sanders in Springfield, Mo.
Fibbens A. Koranteng, ’07, is an associate at Sandberg, Phoenix & von Gontard in St. Louis.
Lucas T. Kunce, ’07, and Jaime R. Hoog, ’07, were married on May 25, 2008, in Jefferson City, Mo. Kunce graduated from the Naval Justice School in Rhode Island
in October. He is an officer in the Marine Corps judge
adjutant general’s office in Camp Pendleton, Calif.
Daniel P. O’Donnell Jr., ’07, is an associate with the litigation team of Carmody MacDonald in St. Louis.
Jacob W. Shellabarger, ’07, and his wife, Dawn,
announce the birth of their first child, Eric Louis, who
was born on Sept. 25, 2008. Shellabarger is an assistant prosecuting attorney in Audrain County, Mo.
Daniel G. Beckett, ’08, is an associate at Smith Lewis
in Columbia.
Darryl M. Chatman , ’08, joined the
business litigation department of
Armstrong Teasdale in St. Louis. He
concentrates his practice in the
areas of contract, commercial and
intellectual property litigation.
Patrick T. Cody, ’08, is an associate at Brown & James
in St. Louis.
Jessica L. Conlon, ’08, is an associate at Husch Blackwell Sanders in St. Louis.
John D. Cooney, ’08, is an associate at Brown & James
in St. Louis.
Kyle Trevor Hilger, ’08, is an associate at Oliver Walker
Wilson in Columbia. He concentrates his practice in the
area of family law.
Alexander R. Knoll, ’08, is an associate at Smith Lewis
in Columbia.
Mark A. Mulchek, ’08, is an associate with Carmody
MacDonald in St. Louis. He concentrates his practice
in business law, banking and finance law, and real
estate law.
David J. Neu, ’08, is an associate at Brown & James in
St. Louis.
Michael S. Smith, ’08, is an associate at Sandberg,
Phoenix & von Gontard in St. Louis.
Transcript

Spring 2009

29

Alumni Notes

Patrick W. Smith, ’08, is an associate with Weiss Benjamin Gussin Block in Northbrook, Ill. He concentrates
his practice in mergers and acquisitions, wealth preservation and business planning work.
Jennifer B. Wieman, ’08, is the director of the Advocates for Family Health Project for Legal Aid of Western
Missouri in Kansas City.
Richard D. Worth, ’08, is an associate at Brown &
James in St. Louis.

LLM
Donna L. Pavlick, LLM ’00, received her PhD in educational research and policy analysis from MU in May
2008. Her dissertation was titled “A Study of Why a
Select Group of African-American Students Persisted
to Baccalaureate Attainment.” Pavlick is the assistant
dean of academic programs at the Vanderbilt University
School of Law in Nashville, Tenn.
Stephen J. Stark, ’86, LLM ’00, is a member of the
boards of directors of the Association of Missouri Mediators and the Missouri Chapter of the National Academy
of Elder Law Attorneys.
Brian Jarrett, LLM ’01, is a faculty member of the conflict analysis and dispute resolution program at Salisbury University in Maryland.
Daniel R.E. Jordan, ’85, LLM ’01, is a regulatory law
judge with the Missouri Public Service Commission. He
mediates disputes, conducts hearings and makes recommendations to the five public service commissioners
on a variety of subject matters related to utilities regulation. Previously he served as legal counsel to the Missouri Administrative Hearing Commission.
John Bradley “Brad” Reich, LLM ’01, is an assistant
professor of law and ethics at the University of Puget
Sound in the Business and Leadership Department.
Jane A. Smith, ’80, LLM ’02, opened the firm of Smith
and Jensen in Washington, D.C., with Julie Pape Jensen, ’81.
Lynn Dillard Malley, ’84, LLM ’03, works with military,
community and mental health groups throughout Oklahoma to find ways for conflict resolution professionals to serve returning veterans, their families and their
employers.
Paula M. Young, LLM ’03, gave an ethics presentation
on party self determination at the October 2008 conference of the Virginia Mediator Network.
James W. Reeves, LLM ’04, spoke on negotiation strategies at the Stepping Up and Stepping Out CLE sponsored by The Missouri Bar in November. He also spoke
at the International Institute of St. Louis on managing
and resolving organizational conflict. Reeves moderated
a half-day CLE at Washington University in St. Louis on
various alternative dispute resolution topics, with featured speaker Jay Folberg.

liam Woods University in Fulton, Mo. She also opened a
practice, CK Law Office LLC – General Civil Practice and
Mediation Services in Fulton.
Joseph A. Giampapa, LLM ’06, is taking sabbatical
leave in 2009 from the Technology Transfer Office of the
University of Central Florida to consult for the Industry
Liaison Office of the National University of Singapore.
Nivedita Chowdary Gutta, LLM ’06, was part of the
training team from Safe Horizon Mediation for a
40-hour training conducted for the United Nations. She
also made a presentation at the annual conference of
the Association for Conflict Resolution about whether
mediators use their mediation skills in their interpersonal disputes.
Koschina L. Marshall, LLM ’06, was appointed as the
acting assistant registrar of the Supreme Court of the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas, where she facilitates alternative dispute resolution mechanisms in civil
chamber matters.
Lawrence P. McLellan, LLM ’06, coached two teams
from Drake University Law School in this year’s American Bar Association Arbitration Competition. He taught
arbitration at Drake in the spring 2008 semester and
teaches environmental law in the spring 2009 semester. McLellan’s article on collaborative law in a pro bono
project, which originated in his major research project
LLM class, will be published in an upcoming edition of
the Journal of Dispute Resolution.
Lowell D. Pearson, LLM ’06, is a partner at Husch
Blackwell Sanders in Jefferson City, Mo. He concentrates his practice on business litigation, tax litigation
and administrative law. Previously he served as general
counsel to Gov. Matt Blunt. Pearson was also appointed
by Gov. Blunt to the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws.

Cathy J. Dean, ’82

Jean Gaddy Wilson

MAA Presents Annual
Faculty-Alumni Awards
On Oct. 10, 2008, the Mizzou Alumni
Association honored faculty and
alumni who, through their successes,
have brought honor upon themselves
and the University of Missouri. Two
of these recipients of MAA’s Annual
Faculty-Alumni Awards are affiliated
with the School of Law.
Cathy J. Dean, ’82, senior partner
of Polsinelli Shughart in Kansas City,
Mo.
Jean Gaddy Wilson, widow of Rick
R. Wilson, ’70, and supporter of the
School of Law

Amrita Chadha, LLM, ’07, is a legal research associate
with Dyer Law Firm in New York City.
Jiaqi Liang, LLM ’07, presented “Enforcement of Mediation Settlement Agreements in the People’s Republic of
China” at the Conflict Studies: The New Generation of
Ideas Conference at the University of Massachusetts
Boston. She is a graduate student at the MU Harry S
Truman School of Public Affairs.
Brian Pappas, LLM ’08, wrote an op-ed article for the
Detroit Free Press about bringing young people back to
Detroit.
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Jeffrey Goldfien, LLM ’05, opened an office in San Francisco for his solo practice as a mediator and attorney.
Cynthia J. Kramer, LLM ’05, was promoted to full professor of legal studies and was granted tenure at Wil30
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BF Adams, ’37, of Wichita, Kan., died July 29, 2008,
at age 99. He was a member of the Arkansas National
Guard, and was a decorated veteran of the European
Theatre and the Korean War. He was a member of the
Masonic Lodge for almost 79 years.
John H. Foard Sr., ’37, of Kansas City, Mo., died June
15, 2007, at age 94. In 1937 he moved to Kansas City,
where he practiced law with the firms of Borders, Borders & Warrick and Warrick, Koontz & Hazard. In 1941,
he volunteered for the U.S. Army, received his basic
training at Camp Koehler, Calif., and attended officer
candidate school at Fort Monmouth, N.J. He was honorably discharged in 1946 with the rank of captain. After
the war, he practiced with the Kansas City firm of Watson, Ess, Marshall, Barnett & Whittaker. In 1950, he
opened his own downtown office and continued in private practice until his retirement in 1998.
John A. Newton, ’39, of Clayton, Mo., died March 20,
2007.
Leo J. Rozier, ’40, of Perryville, Mo., died April 29, 2008,
at age 93.
Glenn A. Burkart, ’47, of Springfield, Mo., died Nov.
22, 2008, at age 86. He served in the U.S. Army during World War II. In 1947, he began practicing law with
Mann & Mann and continued to do so until 1976, when
he was appointed circuit judge of Greene County, Mo.
Following his service as a judge, he continued in trial
and appellate practice with Mann & Mann until forming
Burkart and Hunt in 1994, with which he was associated until his death.
Charles E. “Gene” Dapron, ’48, of St. Louis, died Sept.
15, 2008, at age 84. In World War II he was a decorated veteran, serving in the 96th Infantry. After graduating from the School of Law, Dapron became a corporate attorney and senior partner at Armstrong Teasdale.
He enjoyed playing sports and was a loyal supporter of
Mizzou football. He was a self-taught musician and an
avid and successful investor, devoting much time to his
stock club, The Hawthorn Investment Syndicate. Memorial contributions are suggested to the School of Law at
205 Hulston Hall, Columbia, MO 65211.
Harold B. Treasure, ’49, of Kennett, Mo., died Oct. 27,
2008, at age 85. Before entering law school, he served
in the Army Air Corps during World War II. He practiced
law in Kennett for more than 55 years. Treasure served
as legal counsel for the City of Kennett, chairman of the
Missouri State Highway Commission and charter member of the Kennett National Bank board of directors.
John W. Inglish, ’50, of California, Mo., died Aug. 3,
2008, at age 87. He served in the U.S. Army from 1942
to 1945 before attending MU. He practiced law in California and Jefferson City, Mo., retiring from the firm of
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Inglish and Monaco in Jefferson City. Inglish served as
city attorney of California, acting prosecuting attorney
of Moniteau County, Mo., and assistant attorney general of Missouri.
Charles E. Ermes, ’51, of Fullerton, Calif., died Nov. 14,
2008, at age 84.
Melvin E. Griffin, ’51, of Cameron, Mo., died May 29,
2008, at age 83. He enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps
in 1943 and received his military training at Louisiana Tech and commander training at Quantico, Va.
He received orders to travel to Guam just prior to the
United States dropping the atomic bomb on Japan. Following his graduation from law school, he was elected
Clinton County, Mo., prosecuting attorney, a position he
held until 1963. Griffin practiced law until 1974, when
he was elected probate and magistrate judge of Clinton County. In 1982, he was elected circuit judge of the
43rd Judicial Circuit, a position he held until his retirement in 1988. He served several years as the Cameron School District attorney. He purchased the Braymer
Bank in the early 1970s and acted as chairman until it
was sold in 2003.
Lloyd A. Hamrick, ’51, of Kansas City, Mo., died Feb.
18, 2007, at age 83.
Richard H. Spencer, ’52, of Kansas City, Mo., died Sept.
9, 2008, at age 81. While he was a student at Princeton University, he attended Officers’ Training School
to become a pilot for the Army Air Corps during World
War II. Spencer was a partner of Spencer, Fane, Britt &
Brown, with which he had been associated since graduating from law school. He was an avid reader, duck and
upland game hunter, sports fan and traveler.
Joseph E. Healey Jr., ’60, of Denver, died July 12, 2008,
at age 74.
Jack L. Duncan, ’61, of St. Louis, died Feb. 21, 2008,
at age 73. He was an attorney in Park Hills, Mo., and a
U.S. Marine.
William Gordon Fritz, ’65, of Tulsa, Okla., died Aug. 28,
2007, at age 66.
Raymond E. Shane, ’67, of St. Louis, died Aug. 15,
2008, at age 67.
Ralph W. Gilchrist, ’68, of Bolivar, Mo., died Dec. 5,
2008, at age 71. He was a practicing attorney in Bolivar
for more than 40 years.
Robert E. Harris, ’71, of Warrensburg, Mo., died Oct.
27, 2008, at age 69. He served in the U.S. Army. He
practiced law in Warrensburg since 1971 and formed
the firm of Harris and Harris with his son Douglas B.
Harris, ’97, in 1998.

Meredith L. Ratcliff, ’72, of Georgetown, Texas, died
July 5, 2008, at age 72.
Lawrence P. Higgins, ’73, of St. Louis and Tampa, Fla.,
died Oct. 10, 2008, at age 61. As an attorney, he worked
in both St. Louis and Washington, D.C. He was also an
entrepreneur, including service as chairman and CEO of
Icarus Aircraft, Inc., an aerial advertising company that
flies blimps for major corporations. Higgins also owned
thoroughbreds and had a passion for horseracing.
William J. “Jim” Icenogle, ’77, of Camdenton, Mo.,
died Oct. 12, 2008, at age 59. Before he attended law
school, Icenogle enrolled in Naval Officer’s Training
School and later completed training at the Naval Salvage and Diving School. He remained in the Navy until
1974, stationed in San Diego, serving as an operations
officer, diving and salvage officer and executive officer on the USS Apache. He attained the rank of lieutenant. After graduating from the School of Law, he moved
to Camdenton, where he practiced law with his father,
William E. Icenogle, ’49, until 1998. Icenogle was first
elected prosecuting attorney of Camden County, Mo., in
1980, and served in that office until his death.
Christopher John Daus, ’86, of St. Louis died Aug. 9,
2008, at age 48. He was a partner at Greensfelder,
Hemker & Gale, and was managing partner of the firm’s
Construction Practice Group. He enjoyed fishing, photography, traveling and golf.
Charles J. McPheeters, ’93, of Jefferson City, Mo., died
Dec. 29, 2008, at age 54. He was a partner at Carson &
Coil in Jefferson City, where he worked in many areas of
practice, including insurance defense in areas of medical malpractice, business tort liability, homeowners
insurance and automobile coverage. He started at the
firm in 1993 as an associate. McPheeters was elected
secretary of the Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers (MODL) and served on its board of directors for
four years. His election as secretary put him in line to
become president of the 900-member organization in
2010. Before becoming a lawyer, McPheeters was Hannibal bureau chief at CBS-Hannibal/Quincy and was an
award-winning radio and television news and sports
reporter for KHMO and KHQA in Hannibal, Mo., and
Quincy, Ill. He was an avid St. Louis Cardinals fan.
Friends
Florene Briscoe Fratcher of Candler, N.C., formerly of
Columbia, died Oct. 5, 2008, at age 95. She was the
widow of Professor William F. Fratcher and a supporter
of the School of Law and MU. Memorial contributions
are suggested to the Fratcher Rare Book Room at the
School of Law, 205 Hulston Hall, Columbia, MO 65211.
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Administrative Officers

David M. English, BA, JD, William Franklin
Fratcher Missouri Endowed Professor of Law

William B. Fisch, AB, LLB, MCL, Dr Jur,
Isidor Loeb Professor Emeritus of Law

Carl H. Esbeck, BS, JD, Isabelle Wade & Paul C. Lyda
Professor of Law and R.B. Price Professor of Law

David A. Fischer, ’68, BA, JD, James Lewis Parks
and Isidor Loeb Professor Emeritus of Law

Erika S. Fadel, BA, MDiv, JD, Visiting Associate
Professor of Legal Research and Writing

Patricia Brumfield Fry, JD, MA, Edward
W. Hinton Professor Emerita of Law

R. Wilson Freyermuth, BS, JD, John D. Lawson
Professor of Law and Curators Teaching Professor

William H. Henning, BA, JD, LLM, R.B.
Price Professor Emeritus of Law

Rafael Gely, BA, AM, JD, PhD, James E. Campbell
Missouri Endowed Professor of Law

Edward H. Hunvald Jr., AB, JD, Earl F. Nelson and
John D. Lawson Professor Emeritus of Law

Philip J. Harter, AB, MA, JD, Earl
F. Nelson Professor of Law

Henry T. Lowe, AB, JD, C.A. Leedy and Earl
F. Nelson Professor Emeritus of Law

Thomas A. Lambert, BA, JD, Associate Dean
for Faculty Research and Development
and Associate Professor of Law

Kandice K. Johnson, ’78, BS, JD, Director of
Clinical Programs, Director of the Criminal
Prosecution Clinic and Clinical Professor of Law

Alfred S. Neely IV, AB, LLB, Edward W.
Hinton Professor Emeritus of Law

Robert G. Bailey, ’79, BA, JD, Director
of the Center for the Study of Dispute
Resolution and Assistant Dean

Thomas A. Lambert, BA, JD, Associate Dean
for Faculty Research and Development
and Associate Professor of Law

Tracy Z. Gonzalez, BS, JD, Assistant
Dean for Admissions, Career Development
and Student Services

John Lande, AB, JD, MS, PhD, Director of LLM in
Dispute Resolution and Isidor Loeb Professor of Law

James E. Westbrook, BA, JD, LLM, Earl F. Nelson
and James S. Rollins Professor Emeritus of Law

Ilhyung Lee, BA, MA, JD, Edward
W. Hinton Professor of Law

Dale A. Whitman, BES, LLB, Dean
Emeritus and James E. Campbell Missouri
Endowed Professor Emeritus of Law

Gary D. Forsee, President, University
of Missouri System
Brady J. Deaton, BS, MA, PhD,
Chancellor, University of Missouri
Brian L. Foster, BA, AM, PhD, Provost,
University of Missouri
R. Lawrence Dessem, BA, JD,
Dean and Professor of Law
James R. Devine, BA, JD, Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs and David Ross Hardy
Professor of Law and Trial Practice

Randy J. Diamond, BA, JD, MLS, Director
of Library and Technology Resources and
Associate Professor of Legal Research
Janie Ausburn Harmon, BA, Senior
Director of Development

The Faculty
Douglas E. Abrams, BA, JD,
Associate Professor of Law
Robert G. Bailey, ’79, BA, JD, Director
of the Center for the Study of Dispute
Resolution and Assistant Dean
Royce de R. Barondes, SB, SM, JD,
Associate Professor of Law
Mary M. Beck, ’88, BSN, MSN, JD, Director of the
Domestic Violence Clinic and Clinical Professor of Law
Frank O. Bowman III, BA, JD, Floyd R. Gibson
Missouri Endowed Professor of Law
Michelle Arnopol Cecil, BA, JD, William H. Pittman
Professor of Law and Curators Teaching Professor
Dennis D. Crouch, BSE, JD,
Associate Professor of Law
Melody Richardson Daily, ’86, BA, MA,
JD, Director of Legal Research and Writing
and Clinical Professor of Law
Kenneth D. Dean, ’76, BA, MA, JD, Deputy
Provost, Director of Professional Programs
and Associate Professor of Law
R. Lawrence Dessem, BA, JD,
Dean and Professor of Law
James R. Devine, BA, JD, Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs and David Ross Hardy
Professor of Law and Trial Practice

James Levin, BA, JD, Associate Director
of the Center for the Study of Dispute
Resolution and Adjunct Professor of Law
Paul J. Litton, BA, JD, PhD, Associate Professor of Law
Margaret E. McGuinness, BA, JD,
Associate Professor of Law
Michael A. Middleton, ’71, BA, JD, Deputy
Chancellor and Professor of Law
S. David Mitchell, BA, MA, JD,
Associate Professor of Law
Amy B. Monahan, BA, JD, Associate Professor of Law
Rigel C. Oliveri, BA, JD, Associate Professor of Law
Philip G. Peters Jr., BA, JD, Ruth L.
Hulston Professor of Law
Richard C. Reuben, BA, BA, JD, JSM, JSD,
James Lewis Parks Professor of Law
Jennifer Reynolds, BA, MA, JD, Visiting
Associate Professor of Law
Mark L. Roark, BA, JD, LLM, Visiting
Associate Professor of Law
Gregory J. Scott, ’88, BA, JD, Professor
of Legal Research and Writing
Pamela Smith, BS, MBA, JD,
Associate Professor of Law
Stacie I. Strong, BA, MPW, JD, PhD,
DPhil, Associate Professor of Law
Rodney J. Uphoff, BA, MS, JD, Elwood L.
Thomas Missouri Endowed Professor of Law
and Director of the University of Missouri
South Africa Educational Program
Christina E. Wells, BA, JD, Enoch
H. Crowder Professor of Law

Randy J. Diamond, BA, JD, MLS, Director
of Library and Technology Resources and
Associate Professor of Legal Research

The Emeritus Faculty

Martha Dragich, BA, MA, JD, James
S. Rollins Professor of Law

Frederick Davis, AB, LLB, LLM, Edward
W. Hinton Professor Emeritus of Law

Stephen D. Easton, AA, BA, JD, C.A. Leedy Professor
of Law and Curators Teaching Professor

Peter N. Davis, BA, LLB, SJD, Isidor
Loeb Professor Emeritus of Law
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Grant S. Nelson, BA, JD, Earl F. Nelson and
Enoch H. Crowder Professor Emeritus of Law
Leonard L. Riskin, BS, JD, LLM, C.A. Leedy
and Isidor Loeb Professor Emeritus of Law

The Adjunct Faculty
Alana M. Barragan-Scott, ’90, BA, JD,
Adjunct Associate Professor of Law
Stephen T. Blower, ’03, BA, MA, JD,
Adjunct Associate Professor of Law
Hon. Duane Benton, BA, JD, MA, LLM,
CPA, Adjunct Professor of Law
Deborah Daniels, ’77, AB, BS, JD,
Adjunct Professor of Law
Sandra Davidson, ’82, BA, MA, JD, PhD, Professor
of Journalism and Adjunct Professor of Law
Deborah J. Doxsee, ’88, BSN, JD, MA, PhD,
Adjunct Associate Professor of Law
Roger C. Geary, ’83, BS, JD, Adjunct
Associate Professor of Law
Bruce Harry, AB, MD, Adjunct
Associate Professor of Law
Missouri Solicitor General Jim Layton,
BS, JD, Adjunct Professor of Law
Lori J. Levine, BS, JD, Adjunct
Associate Professor of Law
Jennifer McGarr, BA, MA, JD, Adjunct
Associate Professor of Law
Larry L. McMullen, ’59, BA, LLB,
Adjunct Professor of Law
Walter Ray Phillips, BA, JD, LLM,
Adjunct Professor of Law
Karrén Prasifka, ’86, LLM ’08, BA, JD, LLM,
Adjunct Associate Professor of Law
Leslie A. Schneider, ’66, BA, JD, Adjunct
Associate Professor of Law
Ronald E. Smull, ’66, BA, JD, Adjunct Professor of Law
Bill Thompson, ’75, BS, JD, Adjunct Professor of Law
Jayne T. Woods, ’05, BS, JD, Adjunct
Associate Professor of Law

You’re As Much A Part of Us Now

As You Were Back Then
When you graduated from the University of Missouri
School of Law, you joined an impressive and
accomplished group of alumni. We are your alumni office

we are proud to keep you informed
and connected to the School of Law. Please help

and

us do that by visiting our Web site – law.missouri.edu/
alumni/update-form – and providing your most current
contact information. At the bottom of the Web form is a
place where you can enter notes for the alumni magazine,
Transcript, to let

your classmates and other
alumni know what you’re up to.
School of Law
Office of Development
✆ 573-882-4374
mulawevents@missouri.edu
Janie Harmon Casey Baker

Cassandra Brooks

Mark Langworthy

m

School of Law
University of Missouri
John K. Hulston Hall
Columbia, MO 65211

MU SCHOOL OF LAW
UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY - SEPT 2009
Most current listing of events
law.missouri.edu/calendar

May 17, 2009
May Commencement
Speaker:
Gov. Jeremiah W. “Jay” Nixon, ’81
Jesse Hall Auditorium
1:30 p.m.

ALUMNI EVENTS
Casey Baker
INFO ✆ 573-884-7833
 bakercd@missouri.edu

CLE programming or registration
INFO ✆ 573-884-7813
law.missouri.edu/cle/general/upcoming

Sept. 11–12, 2009
Law Day and Class Reunions
* Distinguished Alumni Luncheon
* Complimentary CLE
* The Dean’s All-Class Reunion
Reception
* Individual Class Reunions for
Featured Classes
* Law Day Breakfast
* Law Day Awards Ceremony
* Law Day Picnic
* Mizzou vs. Bowling Green State
University Football Game
INFO ✆ 573-884-7833

